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Bridgerule Hollacombe Holsworthy Pancrasweek Pyworthy

31st 

Aug
10am United Benefice Eucharist – Bridgerule

7th Sept
11am Sung 
Eucharist

9.30am Mass
9.30am Sung 

Eucharist

9.30am 
Family 
Service

14th 

Sept

11am 
Morning 
Prayer

3pm Harvest 
Evensong

11am Sung 
Eucharist

9.30am Sung 
Eucharist

21st 

Sept
9.30am Mass

11am Harvest 
Eucharist 

9.30am Sung 
Eucharist

28th 

Sept

11am All Age 
Harvest 
Festival

11am Cafe style 
Church 

9.30am All 
Age Harvest 

Service

9.30am 
Morning 
Prayer

5th Oct
11am Sung 
Eucharist

9.30am Mass
9.30am Sung 

Eucharist
3pm Harvest 

Service

12th Oct
11am 

Morning 
Prayer

3pm 
Evensong

11am Sung 
Eucharist

9.30am Sung 
Eucharist

19th Oct

11am 
Bridgerule 
Methodist 

Church

9.30am Mass
11am Sung 
Eucharist

9.30am Sung 
Eucharist

26th Oct
11am All Age 

Eucharist
11am Cafe 

Church 

9.30am All 
Age Family 

Service

9.30am 
Morning 
Prayer

Bridgerule, Hollacombe, Holsworthy and Pyworthy with Pancrasweek
Revd Alison Hardy - reverendalisonhardy@gmail.com - 07780295752

Admin: Libbi Cullimore - holsworthybenefice@icloud.com 07717750198 
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Dear Friends

In some of our churches we display a Mothers’ Union banner in the Lady 
Chapel. Do you have memories of Mothers’ Union? Branches were scattered 
across Devon until fairly recently yet the organisation began in 1876 when 
Mary Sumner called a meeting to unite mothers of all classes in the aim of 
bringing up children in the Christian faith. 
Her principles included:
That the properity of a nation springs from the family life of the homes
That family life is the greatest institution in the world for the formation of the 
character of children.
That character is formed during the first ten years of life by the example and 
habits of the home.
That example is stronger than precept, and parents therefore must be 
themselves what they want their children to be.
That the training of children is a profession
That it needs faith, love, patience, method, self-control, and some knowledge 
of the principles of character-training
That every baptized child should be taught the Creed, the Lord’s Prayer and 
the Ten Commandments and all other things which a Christian ought to know and believe to his soul’s 
health.

Mothers’ Union has grown since that first meeting. It continues to uphold the value of family life and has 
spread internationally across the globe. Activties today include faith in the home, grants to support children 
and families, youth & student services, campaigning and much more. One important aspect of MU includes 
raising awareness and fighting injustices such as modern day slavery and domestic abuse. Each year there 
is a particular focus on social issues through the ‘16 Days of Activism.’ For this year’s events the Diocesan 
MU Trustees have submitted a plea to knitters, please see the article in this newsletter.

A representative from Mothers’ Union will be attending our united benefice service on Sunday 30th 
November at Pyworthy. I am delighted that Nikki Sweatman, Exeter Diocesan President of the MU, has 
agreed to speak at the service. Nikki will introduce us to the work of the Mothers’ Union in Devon today and 
explain how we may, in the words of MU, ‘Join Us and Join In’. 

Yours in Christ
Alison

Time away
Please note, I am away from 5th - 10th September. The Revd Jane Bradbury has kindly agreed to take the 
church services on the morning of Sunday 7th: 9.30am at Holsworthy & 11am at Bridgerule. 



Please leave any chains at Bridgerule, Hollacombe, Holsworthy, Pyworthy or Pancrasweek 
Church. Any Problems contact Libby on   holsworthybenefice@icloud.com   or 07717750198.  
Many Thanks for you support.

Can you Help?
Pyworthy Church celebrate Christingle on 7th Dec 2025 at 4pm, St Swithuns Church, Pyworthy.  Its 
a family focus service, where lots of the local children attend and take part in. During the service 
the congregation can offer wrapped toy donation, these don’t have to be brand new, as long as 
they are clean and not missing parts or broken.  These gifts are passed to a Devon Women’s 
Refuge for the children who get caught up in domestic violence to open on Christmas Day.  These 
children leave their homes with very little, or often nothing, just to be safe. 
If you would like to help we ask that each gift is wrapped with a label suggestion age/gender 
appropriate. If unable to make the Christingle Service, the gifts can be left in Pyworthy church from 
1st Dec 2025.  If you are having problems getting the gifts to the church please email Libby on 

holsworthybenefice@icloud.com
Thank you for your support.
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Notices for September

Tuesdays: Home Group on Tuesdays at the Rectory 7-9pm. All welcome.

Friday 12th Holsworthy Town Band concert in St Peter & Paul, 7-9pm

Saturday 13th  & Sunday 14th Family History Day & photographic exhibition
On 13th and 14th September, Bridgerule Church will host a special Family History 
weekend, featuring an engaging exhibition of old photographs and videos capturing 
the village’s past.
Have you considered delving into your family’s history but aren’t sure where to 
begin? Or perhaps you’ve started researching your family tree and have 
encountered difficulties? Throughout the day, experts from both the Devon and 
Cornwall family history societies will be available to assist with your family history 
questions. They will have access to a wide variety of databases and can help 
answer your queries on the spot, while also guiding you on how to continue your 
research independently.
To help with tracing your family members bring as much information as you can – 
names, dates, locations – they’ve got access to records from across the Country not 
just Devon & Cornwall.
Alongside the family history day there will be a captivating exhibition of historic 
village photographs and videos. Take this opportunity to discover how the village 
has evolved over time, and to reflect on what has remained unchanged. Special 
thanks go to Mrs Hitchings and Mrs Brock for generously sharing their remarkable 
collection of village photographs and videos.
The Family History Societies will be on hand from 11-5 on Saturday 13th September.
Refreshments will be available.

Tuesday 30th Autumn Discipleship: The Romans Course 7-9pm at the Rectory. The 
10-week course takes us step by step through the book of Romans by likening the 
book to a mountain range which we are invited to climb. Full of mountaineering 
anecdotes, alongside short film presentations, Romans is broken down into 
accessible chunks to illustrate salvation, God’s invitation and the outworking of our 
faith. Open to all

Harvest Thanksgivings in the Benefice

Sunday 13th Hollacombe 3pm, with guest preacher Fr Alex Honey
Sunday 21st Holsworthy followed by harvest lunch
Sunday 28th Pancrasweek 9.30am & Bridgerule 11am
October 5th Pyworthy 3pm



Holsworthy & Stratton Show 2025 - Christians Together in Holsworthy & 
District
Volunteers would be welcomed at the Christians Together Tent:
Are you going to the show this year? If so, might you be willing to volunteer for an 
hour to help with the following roles:
• Serving teas and coffees
• Welcoming visitors
• Dismantling the marquee at the end of the day (there is free entry after 5.00pm if 
you were not planning to be at the show but might be willing to help with this - it is a 
sizeable construction and many hands make light work, especially at the end of a 
long day)

Donations of bakes - sweet and savoury are always welcome and any donations 
received will go to the work of the Rural Support Worker - Andy Jerrard
To volunteer or for more information please contact Sue Banks (07779 560083) or 
Ros Watson(Email: roswatson@gmail.com or 07772 440029) or Libbi Cullimore
(holsworthybenefice@icloud.com or 07717 750198)

Thank you Helen!
Helen Young has stepped back with immediate effect from her various church & 
deanery based roles due to illness. We give thanks to Helen for her many years of 
support to the church of St Peter & Paul and her roles in the Deanery as both Lay 
Chair and Diocesan Representative. Helen is an inspiration and support to so many. 
We hold Helen, Roger and Becky in our prayers.

    The winners of the St Peter’s Monthly Jackpot Draw drawn in Aug were:

1st Prize, £17.50 – ticket number 164, Helen

2nd Prize, £3.50 – ticket number 188, Jenny

If you would like to purchase tickets for the next Jackpot Draw, or know anyone who 
           might wish to support Holsworthy Parish Church in this way, please contact the   
           Treasurer on 07790 380119













Readings for September and October
7th  Sept-Green 
Twelfth day after Trinity – 
Deuteronomy 30: 15-end
Jeremiah 18: 1-11
Psalm 1
Philemon 1-21
Gospel Luke 14: 25-33

14th  Sept-Green 
Thirteenth Sunday after Trinity – 
Exodus 32: 7-14
Jeremiah 4: 11-12.  22-28
Psalm 51: 1-11
1 Timothy 1: 12-17
Gospel Luke 15: 1-10

21st Sept-Green 
Fourteenth Sunday after Trinity – 
Amos 8: 4-7
Jeremiah 8: 19 – 9:1
Psalm 113
1 Timothy 2: 1-7
Gospel Luke 16: 1-13

28th Sept-Green 
Fifteenth Sunday after Trinity – 
Amos 6: 1a. 4-7
Jeremiah 32: 1-3a.  6-15
Psalm 146
1 Timothy 6: 6-19
Gospel Luke 16: 19-end

5th Oct-Green 
Sixteenth Sunday after Trinity – 
Habakkuk 1: 1-4; 2: 1-4
Psalm 37: 1-9
2 Timothy 1: 1-14
Gospel Luke 17: 5-10

12th Oct-Green 
Seventeenth Sunday after Trinity – 
2 Kings 5: 1-3.  7-15c
Psalm 111
2 Timothy 2: 8-15
Gospel Luke 17: 11-19

19th Oct-Green 
Eighteenth Sunday after Trinity – 
Genesis 32: 22-31
Psalm 121
2 Timothy 3: 14- 4:5
Gospel Luke 18: 1-8

26h Oct-Green 
Bible Sunday – 
Isaiah 45:22-end
Psalm 119: 129-136
Romans 15: 1-6
Gospel Luke 4: 16-24

Harvest Readings:
Deuteronomy 26.1-11
Psalm 100
Philippians 4.4-9 or 
Revelation 14.14-18
John 6.25-35



Contacts
Revd Alison Hardy - reverendalisonhardy@gmail.com - 07780295752 
LLM Mary Aicheler - maryaicheler@btinternet.com - 01409478019
Benefice Administrator – holsworthybenefice@icloud.com

Bridgerule Church Wardens
Trevor Bowden – 01288 381247
Peter Harris – 01288 381 149
Bridgerule Safeguarding Lead
Val Harris -01409 259192

Holsworthy Church Warden
Mary Osborne – 01409 25311
Holsworthy Deputy Church Wardens
Helen Flaherty & Sam Hatter. 
Holsworthy Safeguarding Lead
Libby Cullimore – 07717750198

Hollacombe Church Warden
Paul Dymond – 01288 381309
Hollacombe Safeguarding Lead
Libby Cullimore - 07717 750198

Pyworthy Church Wardens
Liffy Lowes - 01409 254423
Ali Davies - 01409 251281
Pyworthy Safeguarding Lead
Ali Davies -01409 251281

Pancrasweek Church Wardens
Adam Rivett – 07941 940524
Libby Cullimore - 07717 750198
Pancrasweek Safeguarding Lead
Libby Cullimore – 07717750198

Holsworthy Foodbank 01271 377077
Samaritans 116 123
Age UK - 0808 055 6112
Domesic Abuse – Womens Aid 0808 2000 247
Domesic Abuse – Mens Advice Line 0808 8010 327
Childline 0800 111

If you wish to advertise in upcoming news sheet please contact the benefice 
administrator by 20th Sept
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