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Dear Friends

On Lady Day, a group of us took part in a
Mothers’ Union Banner Parade in Exeter
Cathedral.  The banners arrived from churches across 
Devon including those which no longer have a MY 
Branch in their church.  Nevertheless, over 30 banners 
gathered in the Cathedral before joining together in a 
Lady Day service during  which bishops Mike and 
Moria each joined the MU.  Although I only led the first 
half of the service, it was the only time I have had a 
dubious honour of absolving a bishop!
Here is St Peter & St Paul’s banner inside the cathedral, 
and the full spread of banners outside.



Confirmations

Sunday 19th April saw a full church for the confirmation service led by Bishop Moira of six 
candidates: Ben, Emma & Jacquie from Bradworthy Benefice and Katherine, Kerry & 
Laura-Jane from Holsworthy Benefice. It was an uplifting service with good support from 
the various parishes supporting their candidates. Please submit a photo if you have one!

Prayer

Eagle-eyed pedestrians and motorists alike will have spotted the Eastertide call to prayer 
outside Holsworthy Church: TryPraying. All the churches have TryPraying booklets and 
the Lord’s Prayer leaflets. As we move through Easter time to Pentecost during May we 
focus on prayer as Jesus’ disciples focussed on prayer whilst waiting in Jerusalem for the 
promised ‘gift of the Father’ – the Holy Spirit.

Prayer Stations will be set up for interactive prayer as we engage with the Lord’s Prayer: 
praying for our world (Thy Kingdom Come); our needs (Give us our Bread); our 
forgiveness; and our turning from temptation. We also focus at this time on praying for 
those who do not know God. The booklets and leaflets are available to give to those you 
are praying for.

Family Wedding

During the first two weeks of May I am away from the parish to attend a family wedding 
in Scotland. I leave on Sunday 3rd in the evening, returning Saturday 16th. During this time 
I will be unavailable - please contact Libby for all queries and she will put you in touch 
with the relevant person.

May is a favourite month: the soil warms up, trees bud, the garden invites. It is also a 
wonderful month in the church calendar as we reflect on the Easter resurrection of Jesus, 
his new life springing to life in ourselves, awakening a spirituality and a longing to know 
Jesus better, and a time for prayer and joy as we move towards that great festival of 
Pentecost. May you have a wonderful month.

In Christ, with every blessing,
Alison



Notices for May

Annual Parochial Church Meetings held in Church Building
30th April Pyworthy 7.30pm
20th May Bridgerule 7.30pm
21st May Holsworthy 7pm

Two events on Saturday 30th May:
Local Worship Leaders’ Training
for all involved in leading worship across the Deanery
9am-12 noon, Pancrasweek Village Hall, led by Revd Mark James

Dedication and blessing service
for the works on Holsworthy Church Tower: Clock, Carillon & Bells
2pm St Peter & Paul’s, service led by Bishop Moira Astin
followed by the playing of the Carillon and a Cream Tea

The winners of the St. Peter's Monthly Jackpot Draw for April were: 
1st Prize £17.50 - 
2nd Prize, £3.50 - 

The St Peter's Monthly Jackpot Draw will sadly be finishing after the draw in March 
2026.  The PCC of Holsworthy Parish Church would like to thank everyone that has 
taken part in the draw over the years.  The money raised has been invaluable to the 
maintenance of the church and, as such, we would like to ask all participants whether 
past or present, to consider making an annual donation of £12 straight to church 
funds.
Our bank details are - PCC of Holsworthy Parish Church, acct no. 05007216, sort 
code 53-50-52.   You could also pay by card, using the machine in church or there is 
a wall safe for cash donations.
Many thanks, The PCC of Holsworthy Parish Church



LIFFY’S TOWER ABSEIL
Some of you by now will know that I intend to abseil down one of the cliffs at 
Hartland to raise money to help repair our church, St Swithun’s. I would be so very 
grateful if you felt you could sponsor my trip. It is taking place on Wednesday May 
6th. I have abseiled before and found it a lot less stressful than I thought it might be; 
the worst bit is going over the cliff at the top, once that’s done it’s plain sailing, 
hopefully not literally! Please help if you feel that you can. Liffy       
liffylowes@gmail.com

A MESSAGE FROM LIZZY FLAHERTY
As many of you know, I have been training for the priesthood in Oxford for the last 
several years.  Thank you so much for all your support throughout.
As my training comes to an end, I will be ordained Deacon and will take up my first 
post as Curate of St Peter & St Mary Magdalene's Church, Barnstaple, in the 
summer.
My ordination will take place at 11am on 27th June at Exeter Cathedral.  All are very 
welcome to attend and it would be lovely to see anyone who would like to come 
along.
Due to capacity restraint, supporters are required to book tickets, which are free of 
charge.  To book tickets, please go to the Ticket Source website and search - Exeter 
Cathedral Ordination of Deacons.    Lizzy

COFFEE MORNING 10th June
St Peter & St Paul's will be holding a coffee morning in the Memorial Hall on 
Wednesday, 10th June.  Please could we ask for donations of tombola prizes, raffle 
prizes and cakes, pastries, cheese scones, produce etc.   Please can you let Mary O or 
Helen know if you are able to help on the day either behind a stall, on the door or 
serving teas & coffees.  All donations and offers of help will be gratefully received.





Readings for April & May
3rd May- White– Fifth Sunday of Easter - 
Acts 7: 55-end, Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16, 1 Peter 2: 2-10,  John 14:1-14.

10th May- White– Sixth Sunday of Easter
Acts 17: 22-31,  Psalm 66,: 7-end, 1 Peter 3: 13-end,  John 14: 15-21.  

17th May- White– Seventh Sunday of Easter-
Acts 1: 6-14,   Psalm 68 : 1-10 32-end,  1 Peter 4: 12-14; 5:6-11,  John 17: 1-11.  
 
24th May- Red–Pentecost -
Acts 2: 1-21,   Psalm 104: 26-36. 37b, 1 Corithians 12: 3b-13,   John 20:19 23. 

31st May- White–Trinity Sunday -
Psalm 8, 2 Corinthians 13:11-end,  Matthew 28: 16-end.  

7th June- Green– First Sunday after Trinity - 
Hosea 5:15-6:6 , Psalm 50:7-15, Romans 4:13-end,  Matthew 9:9-13.  18-26.

14th June- Green– Second Sunday after Trinity
Exodus 19: 2-8a,  Psalm 100,  Romans 5: 1-8,  Matthew 9:35- 10:8.  

21st June- Green– Third Sunday after Trinity-
Jeremiah 20: 7-13,   Psalm 69 :8-11,  Romans 6: 1b-11,  Matthew 10:24-39.  
 
28th June – Green–Fourth Sunday after Trinity -
Jeremiah 28: 5-9,   Psalm 89 :1-4 1-18,  Romans 6: 12-end,  Matthew 10:40-end.



Contacts
Bridgerule Church Wardens
Trevor Bowden – 01288 381247
Peter Harris – 01288 381 149
Bridgerule Safeguarding Lead
Val Harris -01409 259192

Holsworthy Church Warden
Mary Osborne – 01409 253115
Holsworthy  Deputy Church Warden
Helen Flaherty – 07790 380119
Samantha  Hatter -07808 889489
Holsworthy Safeguarding Lead
Libby Cullimore – 07717750198

Hollacombe Church Warden
Paul Dymond – 01288 381309
Hollacombe Safeguarding Lead
Libby Cullimore - 07717 750198

Pyworthy Church Wardens
Liffy Lowes - 01409 254423
Ali Davies - 01409 251281
Pyworthy Safeguarding Lead
Val Harris -01409 259192

Pancrasweek Church Wardens
Adam Rivett – 07941 940524
Libby Cullimore - 07717 750198
Pancrasweek Safeguarding Lead
Libby Cullimore – 07717750198

  Find us on Facebook at Holsworthy Churches

www.achurchnearyou.com

Revd Alison Hardy - Alison Hardy – reverendalisonhardy@gmail.com, 07780 295752

Reader – Mary Aicheler – maryaicheler@btinternet.com, 01409 478019

Administrator – Libby Cullimore - holsworthybenefice@icloud.com - 07717 7501098

Holsworthy Foodbank 01271 377077
Samaritans 116 123
Age UK -   0808 055 6112
Domesic Abuse – Womens Aid 0808 2000 247
Domesic Abuse – Mens Advice Line 0808 8010 327
Childline 0800 111














