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Holsworthy Benefice Privacy Policy 
 

Privacy Policy v 1.0   01 February 2026  
 

Privacy Policy for The Holsworthy Benefice 
 
This Privacy Policy explains how we, the Holsworthy Benefice, which includes the parishes 
of Bridgerule, Hollacombe, Holsworthy, and Pyworthy with Pancrasweek, collect, use, and 
protect your personal data in accordance with the UK Data Protection Act (DPA2018), 
General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR2018), and the Privacy and Electronic 
Communications Regulations (PECR). 
 
1. Purpose of this Policy 
 
This policy is designed to inform you how we process your personal data, ensure its 
security, and outline your rights. We take your privacy seriously and will only use your 
personal data in accordance with this policy. 
 
2. Who We Are 
 
We are the Holsworthy Benefice, which includes several parishes as shown above. The 
main contact for any queries about this policy or your data is: 

• The Rector:  Reverend Alison Hardy 
• Telephone: 07780 295752 
• Email: reverendalisonhardy@gmail.com 

3. What Personal Data Do We Collect? 
 
We may collect and process the following personal data: 

• Weddings: We collect ID information for wedding registration, including names, 
addresses, ID info such as Passport as well as contact details. The legal 
obligation is the basis for processing this data. 

• Baptisms: For these events, we collect names, addresses, and contact details 
for administering records and correspondence. 

• Funerals and General Contact: Name, address, and contact details for 
arranging funerals and maintaining communication. 

• Banking Information: For regular giving or donations, we may collect banking 
details to administer financial transactions securely. 

• Electoral Roll: We collect names and contact details for those on the electoral 
roll. 

• Friends of Holsworthy Parish Church and Jackpot Draw: We collect names 
and contact details for those identified as "Friends of Holsworthy Parish Church" 
and those who enter The St Peter’s Monthly Jackpot Draw ("Jackpot Draw") to 
communicate general interests, news, and events related to St Peter & St Paul 
Parish Church. 

• Email Conversations: We may store your name and email address to 
correspond and respond to inquiries or share information such as our Monthly 
News Sheet which is sent to those who have requested it. 
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3. Continued 
 

• The Holsworthy Benefice Contact Us Page 
 
In completing the Contact Form on the Holsworthy Benefice Website, you will be asked to 
agree to the following statement: 
“I understand that the information I provide in this contact form will be stored electronically. 
I agree that the information I provide will only be used by the Administrator, Rector, 
Churchwardens or PCC secretaries for the purpose of my enquiry. I also understand that 
my information may be passed to the relevant person within the CofE so that they can help 
me with my enquiry”.  
 
4. How Do We Process Your Personal Data? 
 
We comply with our obligations under the GDPR by: 

• Keeping personal data up to date. 
• Storing and destroying it securely. 
• Not collecting or retaining excessive amounts of data. 
• Protecting personal data from loss, misuse, unauthorised access, and disclosure. 
• Ensuring appropriate technical and organisational security measures are in place 
to protect your personal data. 

We process your data for the following purposes: 

• To provide voluntary services and pastoral care within our parishes. 
• To administer records of marriages, baptisms, and funerals. 
• To keep you informed of news, events, and services within the benefice, whether 
you are on the electoral roll or a “Friend of the St Peter’s”. 

• To maintain financial records, including regular giving and gift aid applications. 
• To comply with legal obligations related to weddings and other formal 
ceremonies. 

5. Legal Basis for Processing 
 
We process your personal data on the following legal bases: 

• Legal Obligation: For instances such as wedding registration, where we are 
required by law to collect and process certain information. 

• Consent: For keeping you informed about church activities, events, or 
newsletters where you have provided your explicit consent. 

• Legitimate Interest: For church-related activities, such as responding to 
inquiries, providing pastoral care, and communicating news and events, where 
we have a clear, lawful purpose. 

6. Data Sharing 
 
Your personal data will be treated as confidential and will only be shared with members of 
the church for purposes directly related to church activities or administration. We will not 
share your information with third parties outside of the church without your explicit consent, 
unless required by law or we have identified a clear legitimate reason to do so, for 
example, caterers when you want us to organise that as part of your Church event. 
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7. Data Security 
 
We take the security of your personal data seriously. We have implemented appropriate 
technical and organisational measures to protect your information from unauthorised 
access, loss, or disclosure. These measures include secure storage systems and limited 
access to your data. 
 
8. How Long Do We Keep Your Data? 
 
We only keep your personal data for as long as necessary to fulfil the purposes for which it 
was collected. Specifically: 

• Marriage and Baptism Records: Names and addresses are retained 
permanently in the church registers; however personal supportive documentation 
such as passport / birth certificates or decree absolutes are not retained once the 
marriage has been entered onto the electronic register by Devon Registration 
Service. 

• Funeral Contact Information: Retained as long as necessary to maintain 
pastoral contact. 

• Banking and Regular Giving Information: Retained as long as necessary for 
financial administration. (typically, 7 years) 

• Email Communication Data: Retained as long as necessary for communication 
purposes unless you chose to opt out, at which point data is held on our 
suppression records only. (This is the same list of people who have told us that 
they do not want to receive direct marketing information from us). 

For further details on data retention, you can refer to the Church of England’s Record 
Management Guides: Church of England Records Management. 
 
9. Your Rights 
 
You have the following rights concerning your personal data: 

• Access: You can request a copy of the personal data we hold about you. 
• Correction: You can ask us to correct any inaccuracies in your personal data. 
• Deletion: You can request the deletion of your personal data where it is no longer 
necessary for us to retain it. 

• Objection: You can object to the processing of your data under certain 
circumstances. 

• Withdraw Consent: You can withdraw your consent to processing where 
applicable. 

• Complaint: You have the right to lodge a complaint with the Information 
Commissioner’s Office (ICO) if you feel we are not handling your data lawfully. 

For more information or to make a complaint, contact the UK Information Commissioner’s 
Office (ICO): www.ico.org.uk. 
 
10. Changes to This Policy 
 
We may update this policy from time to time to reflect changes in our practices or legal 
requirements. Any updates will be posted on our website. 
 
Useful Link - The UK Information Commissioners Office (ICO) 

https://www.churchofengland.org/about/libraries-and-archives/records-and-information-management
https://www.ico.org.uk/
https://ico.org.uk/
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