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1st Feb
11am Sung 
Eucharist

9.30am Mass
9.30am Sung 

Eucharist
9.30am Family 

Service

8th Feb

2.30pm 
Dedication of 
Tower with 

Arch Deacon

11am Sung Eucharist
9.30am Sung 

Eucharist

15th 

Feb

11am Joint 
Service at 
Methodist 

Chapel

9.30am Mass 11am Sung Eucharist
9.30am Sung 

Eucharist

18th 

Feb
Ash 

Wednesday

12 noon Service of 
Ashing

7.30pm Service of 
Ashing

22nd 

Feb
11am All Age 

Eucharist
11am Cafe style 

Church 
9.30am All Age 

Service 
9.30am Morning 

Prayer

28th 

Feb
7pm Stations of the 

Cross

1st 

March
11am Sung 
Eucharist

9.30am Mass
9.30am Sung 

Eucharist
9.30am Family 

Service

7th 

March
7pm Stations of the 

Cross

8th 

March
11am Morning 

Prayer
3pm Evensong 11am Sung Eucharist

9.30am Sung 
Eucharist

14th 

March
7pm Stations of the 

Cross

15th 

March
Mothering 

Sunday

11am Mass 11am Sung Eucharist
9.30am Sung 

Eucharist

22nd 

March

11am Joint 
Service at 
Methodist 

Chapel

11am Cafe style 
Church 

9.30am All Age 
Service

9.30am Morning 
Prayer

29th 

March
Palm 

Sunday

11m Sung 
Eucharist

9.30am Mass
9.30am Sung 

Eucharist
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Dear Friends 
Welcome to our first newsletter of 2026 and a Happy New Year to all!

As we look back at the start of this new year, I am struck by how many tower 
projects were carried out in 2025 in the benefice. Bridgerule completed their 
large tower restoration project in December with various community activities 
involving all ages over the year. The final Climate Change talk was a fascinating 
insight into the scale of the work which was tackled over the year and a sobering 
reflection on how climate change is impacting the rate at which historic stone 
buildings are weathering. The bells were able to be rung again for Christmas. 
Please join St Bridget’s on Sunday afternoon at 2.30pm the 8th of February at a 
service of thanksgiving and celebration led by the Archdeacon of Barnstaple.

In Holsworthy three tower projects were tackled simultaneously. The bells were 
given timely maintenance care and attention and the clock and carillon were 
lovingly restored to full working order. At the same time masonry strengthening 
works were carried out on the tower. It was a special moment to hear the carillon 
ringing out a Christmas Carol across the town by the end of the year.

Pyworthy Church also began a tower project to restore the workings of their 
clock and attend to tower masonry. More about this will be shared over 2026 as 
the project develops. Pancrasweek Church are fund-raising to attend to work on 
the tower bells. Until work is completed the bells cannot be rung.

What would we do without our towers and bells? As in any large project,  fund-
raising is often the first step of work, then plans drawn-up, faculties applied for, 
tenders sought and grant-funders appealed to. The length of a project is 
considerable and often measured in a matter of years rather than months. It is a 
great tribute to the dedication and perseverance of our ringers, church councils 
and volunteers that our historic church buildings continue to be kept in good 
order. Thank you for all you do and every blessing to each of you on all that will 
unfold over the coming year.

Blessings in Jesus’ name,
Alison 



February Notices

Sunday 8  th   February St Bridget's, Bridgerule 2pm:  
The project to repair the Tower at St Bridget's is now coming to an end.
To celebrate the completion of the work we're holding a service of Thanksgiving 
led by the Archdeacon of Barnstaple on Sunday 8th February at 2.30pm
We hope that you can join us to give thanks for the successful conclusion of a 
project that has been 7 years in the making.

Thursday 12  th   February: Deanery Synod  
Held on-line at 7.30pm for all deanery parish representatives. 

18  th   February: Ash Wednesday  
Don’t forget your pancakes on Tuesday! Lent begins with services of ashing, see 
the monthly schedule for details.

Confirmation Preparation
It is a delight to meet new worshippers at our services. If you would like to 
know more about Christianity please do ask a church member or the Rector.  
Classes for those interested in baptism or confirmation are taking place during 
Lent, commencing 23rd February. Please contact the Rector for further 
information or an informal chat.

Sunday 22  nd   February: Prayers of healing  
2.30pm at Bodmin Street Methodist Church led by Revd Meg Slingo.  Please 
join in to support this new venture.

Saturday March: Stations of the Cross
‘Stations of the Cross’ is a reflective Lenten practice involving prayerful 
contemplation on the final hours leading up to Jesus’ crucifixion. This year it 
takes place on selected Saturdays during Lent: 
Hollacombe Church 28th Feb at 7pm, Pancrasweek 7th March at 7pm,  Pyworthy 
Church14th March at 7pm.



6  th   March: World Day of Prayer  
2.30pm led by Christians’ Together in Holsworthy & District. Held this year at 
St Peter and St Paul’s with material provided by the Church of Nigeria. 
Refreshments to follow.

Funding Support
St Peter & Paul’s thank the following funders for their 
support to complete the repair and strengthening work on 
the church tower following the storm damage last year.
Grant awards were given by Devon Historic Churches Trust; 
National Churches Trust; the Viscount Amory Trust. Local 
funding was raised through the generous support of church 
activities. Thank you to one and all.

Jackpot Draw

The winners of the St. Peter's Monthly Jackpot Draw for January were: 
1st Prize £17.50 - ticket number 
2nd Prize, £3.50 - ticket number 

The winners of the St. Peter's Monthly Jackpot Draw for December were: 
1st Prize £17.50 - ticket number 167, Liz C
2nd Prize, £3.50 - ticket number 176, Becky Y

The winners of the St. Peter's Monthly Jackpot Draw for January were: 
1st Prize £17.50 - ticket number 165, Alison H
2nd Prize, £3.50 - ticket number 191, Tegan P
 



A plea from the Rector of Bradworthy Benefice. If your church has a vacancy for a 
deanery representative, please read on….

Why Deanery Synod Matters and Why We Need You

Every parish in the Holsworthy Deanery has a seat at Deanery Synod. When those 
seats are empty, our voice is missing. When they’re filled, the deanery becomes 

stronger, wiser, and more connected.

The Church of England is synodical, decisions flow from parishes to deaneries, from 
deaneries to dioceses, from dioceses to General Synod. Deanery Synod is the crucial 

link in that chain. It elects people to Diocesan Synod, feeds parish concerns into wider 
discussions, and helps shape the future of the Church. Without representatives, a 

parish simply isn’t heard.

But Synod is more than legal structure. At its best, it is:

+A prayerful gathering of Christians across our villages.
+A place to share joys, struggles, and ideas.

+A way to support one another in rural ministry.
+A space where we discern together what God might be calling us to do.
+A reminder that we are part of something bigger than our own parish.

You don’t need expertise.
You don’t need to know Church law.

You just need a love for your parish, a willingness to listen, and a desire to help shape 
the future of the Church in our area.

Serving on Synod is a small commitment that makes a big difference.

Your parish deserves a voice.
Your deanery needs your perspective.

And together, we can strengthen the mission and life of the Church across Holsworthy 
Deanery.

Would you consider representing your parish?



Readings for February

1st Feb- White - Presentation of Christ in the Temple - 
Malachi 3: 1-5, Psalm 24: (1-6) 7-end, Hebrews 2: 14-end, Luke 
2:22-40.

8th Feb- Green -Second Sunday before Lent- 
Genesis1:1 – 2:3, Psalm 136: 1-9. 23-end, Romans 8:18-25, 
Matthew 6:23-end.

15th Feb- Green -Sunday next before Lent -
Exodus 24: 12-end, Psalm 2, Psalm 99, 2 Peter 1:16-end Matthew 
17: 1-9.

22nd Feb- Purple - First Sunday of Lent- 
Genesis 2: 15-17; 3: 1-7, Psalm 32, Romans 5:12-19, Matthew 4:1-
11



Find out more about……. 
Your Parish Church Welcome to your local parish church. Your church belongs 
to you - to those who live in its parish. It is here for you through all of life: for 
christenings, weddings and funerals as well as on Sundays. 

Weddings 
Do you know that you can marry in your local church whether or not you are 
Christened or go to church? Talk to your vicar who will explain how to book in a 
wedding. The church also offers pre and post-marriage courses and church 
blessings, the renewal of vows and the blessing of wedding rings at anytime 
before or after your wedding. 

Funerals 
Your church is here for you and your family whenever you need us, offering 
friendship, support and prayers. If you are bereaved, or have recently lost loved 
ones, our prayers are with you. If you would like to use our church premises for 
a funeral, memorial or burial please do contact us. If you would like to talk with 
someone either before or after a death we will arrange a meeting with one of the 
church members or your vicar. 

Christening / Baptism 
A Christening or Baptism marks the beginning of the Christian life. You don’t 
need to know anything about the Christian faith to be baptised (though it helps), 
and you are encouraged to grow as a Christian through learning to follow Jesus’ 
teachings. A Christening takes place at the church font which is usually placed 
near the door of the church building. This is to remind us that baptism is often 
the entry point to the Christian faith. 

Booking To book in a wedding, a christening or a funeral, or for anything 
else, please contact 
Revd Alison Hardy - reverendalisonhardy@gmail.com - 07780295752 



Benefice Administrator Libbi Cullimore - holsworthybenefice@icloud.com, 
07717750198

Contacts
Bridgerule Church Wardens
Trevor Bowden – 01288 381247
Peter Harris – 01288 381 149
Bridgerule Safeguarding Lead
Val Harris -01409 259192

Holsworthy Church Warden
Mary Osborne – 01409 25311
Holsworthy Deputy Church Wardens
Helen Flaherty & Sam Hatter. 
Holsworthy Safeguarding Lead
Libby Cullimore – 07717750198

Hollacombe Church Warden
Paul Dymond – 01288 381309
Hollacombe Safeguarding Lead
Libby Cullimore - 07717 750198

Pyworthy Church Wardens
Liffy Lowes - 01409 254423
Ali Davies - 01409 251281
Pyworthy Safeguarding Lead
Ali Davies -01409 251281

Pancrasweek Church Wardens
Adam Rivett – 07941 940524
Libby Cullimore - 07717 750198
Pancrasweek Safeguarding Lead
Libby Cullimore – 07717750198

www.holsworthybenefice.org.uk
www.achurchnearyou.com

  Find us on Facebook at Holsworthy Churches

Holsworthy Foodbank 01271 377077
Samaritans 116 123
Age UK - 0808 055 6112
Domesic Abuse – Womens Aid 0808 2000 247

http://www.achurchnearyou.com/


Domesic Abuse – Mens Advice Line 0808 8010 327
Childline 0800 111








