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Bridgerule Hollacombe Holsworthy Pancrasweek Pyworthy

7th 
Dec

11am Sung 
Eucharist

9.30am Mass

9.30am Sung 
Eucharist

 6pm Town Carol 
Service

4pm Christingle

14th 
Dec

11am 
Morning 
Prayer

3pm Christingle
11am Tree 

Festival Memorial 
Service

9.30am Sung 
Eucharist

16th 
Dec

6pm 
Bridgerule 

School 
Christingle

21st 
Dec

(11am Joint 
Service at 
Methodist 
Chapel)

 6.30pm 
Carol Service 

at the 
Church

9.30am Mass
11am Sung 
Eucharist

9.30am Crib 
Service

3pm Carol & 
Crib Service

24th 
Dec

3pm Crib 
Service

11.30pm 
Midnight Mass

4pm Family 
Nativity

11pm Midnight 
Mass

8pm Christmas 
Eve Mass

25th 
Dec

10am 
Eucharist

10am Christmas 
Day Mass

27th 
Dec

2.30pm Carol 
Service

28th 

Dec
10am Eucharist at Holsworthy

9.30am Morning 
Prayer



Bridgerule Hollacombe Holsworthy Pancrasweek Pyworthy

4th 
Jan

11am Sung 
Eucharist

9.30am Mass
9.30am Sung 

Eucharist
9.30am Family 

Service

11th 
Jan

11am 
Morning 
Prayer

3pm Evensong
11am Sung 
Eucharist

9.30am Sung 
Eucharist

18th 
Jan

11am Joint 
Service at 
Methodist 

Chapel

9.30am Mass
11am Sung 
Eucharist

9.30am Celtic 
Eucharist

25th 
Jan

11am All 
Age 

Eucharist

11am Cafe style 
Church 

2.30pm All Age 
Plough Service 

9.30am 
Morning 
Prayer

1st 
Feb

11am Sung 
Eucharist

9.30am Mass
9.30am Sung 

Eucharist
9.30am Family 

Service

8th 
Feb

11am 
Morning 
Prayer

3pm Evensong
11am Sung 
Eucharist

9.30am Sung 
Eucharist

15th 
Feb

11am Joint 
Service at 
Methodist 

Chapel

9.30am Mass
11am Sung 
Eucharist

9.30am Sung 
Eucharist

18th 
Feb

12 noon 
Service of 

Ashing

7.30pm Service 
of Ashing

22nd 
Feb

11am All 
Age 

Eucharist

11am Cafe style 
Church 

9.30am All Age 
Service 

9.30am 
Morning 
Prayer



Dear Friends,

Welcome to our double newsletter for the months of December and January 
combined. In it we celebrate two New Years: that of the Church Year at the beginning 
of Advent; and that of our Calendar New Year in January.

Advent is a time of spiritual preparation to welcome Jesus into our hearts. It is also a 
practical preparation for our Christmas festivities. Biblically, Advent is a sign of God 
doing a ‘new thing’, as the prophet Isaiah predicted:

See, I am doing a new thing!
       Now it springs up; do you not perceive it?
I am making a way in the wilderness
       and streams in the wasteland. (Isaiah 43.19)

God’s ‘new thing’ with the birth of Jesus was to create a new way to reveal himself to 
people; to start afresh with humankind by inviting us to join his family; to anoint 
Jesus to become the one who shows us the way to God, by being born among us.

The New Year is equally seen as a fresh start. We think of it as a time of  re-setting 
our values or putting behind us the struggles of the old year. It holds a special 
significance in that, with a new date, we have new hope. We can renew our lives.

It is not easy though. Think of all those quickly forgotten New Year resolutions. How 
do we find the strength and hope to keep up a resolution? For me, the solution is 
found in my Advent preparation. As I seek and wait on Christ during Advent, I am 
strengthened in my spirit and I learn better what it means to have God with us 
(Emmanuel) as our guide, support, encourager and hope. We need that presence of 
Jesus with us each and every day. And I hope you find his presence during this 
season.

I pray that you have a blessed Christmas and a hope-filled New Year.

Yours in Christ,
Alison



Notices & Special Services

Saturday 29  th   November  
2pm at Bridgerule Church - A talk on the Impact of a changing climate on 
historic buildings.
Join us on Saturday 29th November 2pm at St Bridget’s Church, Bridgerule for a 
fascinating talk by conservation architect Jeremy Chadburn on the impact of a 
changing climate on historic buildings.
Jeremy has over 35 years experience working with historic buildings across the 
country, recently specialising in work on Churches and ancient manor houses.  
He’s been the architect on our recent tower restoration project at Bridgerule.
He’ll be talking about the challenges posed by increased rainfall, extreme 
temperatures and more frequent storms on our historic built environment; and 
what measures we can take to address this impact.
This talk is part of the “Saving St Bridget’s” project, funded by the National 
Lottery Heritage Fund.

Advent Sunday - 30  th   November  
10am Joint Eucharist at Pyworthy with guest speaker Nikki Sweatman
3pm Advent Carols at Hollacombe with light refreshments.

Saturday 6  th   December  
All day Bridgerule Chapel Christmas Tree Festival
Evening Holsworthy Christmas Lights Switch-on in the Square

Sunday 7  th   December  
4pm Pyworthy Christingle 
6pm Holsworthy Town Carol Service with the Town Band

Tuesday 9  th   Bridgerule  
1.30pm Infant Nativity Service

Wednesday 10  th   – Sunday 14  th   Holsworthy  
12noon-6pm Christmas Tree Festival



Friday 12  th   Livestock Market  
7.30pm Christmas Carol Service followed by refreshments 

Tuesday 16  th   Bridgerule  
6pm School Christingle 

Thursday 18  th   Holsworthy  
9.15am & 2pm Primary School Christingle and Christmas services

Sunday 21  st     
3pm Pyworthy Crib Service with Readings and Carols
6.30pm Bridgerule united Carol Service 

Christmas Eve
3pm Bridgerule Crib Service
4pm Holsworthy Family Nativity
8pm Pyworthy Christmas Eve Mass
11pm Holsworthy Midnight Mass

Christmas Day
10am Hollacombe Christmas Day Mass
10am Holsworthy Christmas Eucharist

Saturday 27  th  
2.30pm Hollacombe Carol Service

Sunday 28  th     
9.30am Pyworthy Christmas Morning Prayer
10am Holsworthy Christmas Eucharist

Thursday 15  th   January  
7-9pm Safeguarding Training at the Rectory - Awareness of Domestic Abuse.
This course is recommended for all PCC members and any others who hold a 
role in the church. For those who prefer the course can be accessed on-line at the 
Church of England Safeguarding Portal.

bob
Line











A plea from the Rector of Bradworthy Benefice. If your church has a vacancy for a 
deanery representative, please read on….

Why Deanery Synod Matters and Why We Need You

Every parish in the Holsworthy Deanery has a seat at Deanery Synod. When those 
seats are empty, our voice is missing. When they’re filled, the deanery becomes 

stronger, wiser, and more connected.

The Church of England is synodical, decisions flow from parishes to deaneries, from 
deaneries to dioceses, from dioceses to General Synod. Deanery Synod is the crucial 

link in that chain. It elects people to Diocesan Synod, feeds parish concerns into wider 
discussions, and helps shape the future of the Church. Without representatives, a 

parish simply isn’t heard.

But Synod is more than legal structure. At its best, it is:

+A prayerful gathering of Christians across our villages.
+A place to share joys, struggles, and ideas.

+A way to support one another in rural ministry.
+A space where we discern together what God might be calling us to do.
+A reminder that we are part of something bigger than our own parish.

You don’t need expertise.
You don’t need to know Church law.

You just need a love for your parish, a willingness to listen, and a desire to help shape 
the future of the Church in our area.

Serving on Synod is a small commitment that makes a big difference.

Your parish deserves a voice.
Your deanery needs your perspective.

And together, we can strengthen the mission and life of the Church across Holsworthy 
Deanery.

Would you consider representing your parish?



Readings for December and January
7th Dec-Purple Second Sunday of Advent – 
Isaiah 11:1-10, Psalm 72: 1- 7.  18-19, Romans 15: 4-13, Gospel Matthew 3: 1-12

14th Dec-Purple Third Sunday of Advent – 
Isaiah 35:1-10, Psalm 146: 4-10.  18-19, Luke 1:46b-55,  James 5:7-10 , Gospel 
Matthew 11: 2-11

21st Dec-Purple Forth Sunday of Advent – 
Isaiah 7:10--16, Psalm 80: 1-8.  18-20, Romans 1: 1-7, Gospel Matthew 1: 18-end

25th Dec-White Christmas Day – 
Isaiah 52:7-10, Psalm 98, Hebrews 1: 1-4 (5-12) , Gospel John 1: 1-14

28th Dec-Red The Holy Innocents – 
Jeremiah 31: 15-17, Psalm 124, 1 Corinthians 1:26-29,  Gospel Matthew 2: 13-18, 

4th Jan- White Epiphany - 
Isaiah 60.1-6; Psalm 72; Ephesians 3.1-12; Matthew 2.1-12 

11th Jan- White Baptism of Christ - 
Isaiah 42.1-9; Psalm 29; Acts 10.34-43; Matthew 3.13-end 

18th Jan- White Epiphany 2  -
Isaiah 49.1-7; Psalm 40.1-12; 1 Corinthians 1.1-9; John 1.29-42 

25th Jan- White Conversion of Paul - 
Jeremiah 1.4-10; Psalm 67; Acts 9.1-22; Matthew 19.27-end

Contacts
Bridgerule Church Wardens



Trevor Bowden – 01288 381247
Peter Harris – 01288 381 149
Bridgerule Safeguarding Lead
Val Harris -01409 259192

Holsworthy Church Warden
Mary Osborne – 01409 25311
Holsworthy Deputy Church Wardens
Helen Flaherty & Sam Hatter. 
Holsworthy Safeguarding Lead
Libby Cullimore – 07717750198

Hollacombe Church Warden
Paul Dymond – 01288 381309
Hollacombe Safeguarding Lead
Libby Cullimore - 07717 750198

Pyworthy Church Wardens
Liffy Lowes - 01409 254423
Ali Davies - 01409 251281
Pyworthy Safeguarding Lead
Ali Davies -01409 251281

Pancrasweek Church Wardens
Adam Rivett – 07941 940524
Libby Cullimore - 07717 750198
Pancrasweek Safeguarding Lead
Libby Cullimore – 07717750198

www.holsworthybenefice.org.uk
www.achurchnearyou.com

  Find us on Facebook at Holsworthy Churches

Holsworthy Foodbank 01271 377077
Samaritans 116 123
Age UK - 0808 055 6112
Domesic Abuse – Womens Aid 0808 2000 247
Domesic Abuse – Mens Advice Line 0808 8010 327
Childline 0800 111

http://www.achurchnearyou.com/

















