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Weekly via Zoom - All Welcome

Fridays 12 Noon Midday Prayers  - pop 
in when you can

Zoom details;  https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82633460276? 
To join by phone: 0131 460 1196    ID  826 3346 0276  Password:  benefice

Services in the Holsworthy Benefice - All Welcome
Bridgerule Hollacombe Holsworthy Pancrasweek Pyworthy

Trinity 14 5th Sept 3pm Evening Prayer 11am Eucharist
Trinity 15 12th Sept 11am Eucharist 7pm Harvest Festival 11am Eucharist 9.30am Eucharist

Trinity 16 19th Sept 11am Morning Prayer 9.30am Holy 
Communion 11am Eucharist 9.30am Morning Prayer

Creative Church 3.30 pm at St Peter and St Pauls Church, Holsworthy

Trinity 17 26th Sept 11am All Age 
Eucharist

11am Morning Prayer 9.30 All Age Eucharist 9.30am Harvest Festival

Text for the Week   
Lamentations 3:22-23 

The steadfast love of the Lord never 
ceases; his mercies never come to an 

end; they are new every morning; 
great is your faithfulness.

HARVEST SERVICES IN THE BENEFICE 
12th September 7pm Hollacombe 
26th September 9.30am Pyworthy 
1st October (Fri) 7pm Pancrasweek 
10th October 11am Bridgerule 
17th October 11am Holsworthy

Dates for your Diary
6th Sep Creative Church Planning Meeting Zoom/Rectory
8th Sep 7.30 Bridgerule PCC Zoom
9th Sep 7.30 Pyworthy PCC Zoom
11th Sep 10am -12noon St Bridget’s Gift Day Bridgerule Village Hall
15th Sep 7pm Collation of the new Archdeacon The Rev’d Canon Verena Breed Bideford Parish Church
19th Sep 3.30pm Creative Church St Peter and St Paul’s Church
2nd Oct 10am - 1pm Holsworthy Churchyard Tidy Up. St Peter and St Paul’s Church
3rd Oct 9.30am Pets and all Creatures blessing and service Pyworthy Parish Church
6th Oct 6pm Holsworthy PCC Zoom/Rectory
31st Oct 3pm All Souls Service, memorial service to remember our loved ones Pyworthy Parish Church

6th September  
new Archdeacon Verena 

visiting the Deanery 
Mother Elizabeth’s day off 
moved to Tuesday 7th Sept

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82633460276?
http://www.holsworthybenefice.org.uk
https://www.facebook.com/pg/HolsworthyChurches/posts/?ref=page_internal
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September 2021 - St James the Least of All  

Editor:     The Rev Dr Gary Bowness continues his tongue-in-cheek 
letters from ‘Uncle Eustace’… 

On the perils of taking a wedding

The Rectory
St James the Least of All

My dear Nephew Darren

As with many of your ideas, your intentions are admirable; it is just that they don’t work. 

So it was with the recent wedding in your church, where you allowed the happy but quite mad young couple to try 
and imitate the marriage of the Duke and Duchess of Cambridge. It was kind of them to want to celebrate Will and 
Kate’s recent 10th wedding anniversary, but it did not seem to occur to anybody that your church, converted from a 
1960s warehouse, is fractionally less impressive than Westminster Abbey. And I feel that a backdrop of a car park 
and canal make a poor substitute for the Houses of Parliament and the Thames. Finally, even 43 very enthusiastic 
young people can hardly pretend they are a congregation of several thousand.

However, I do applaud your decision to invite me to take it, in order to impart a degree of gravitas to the 
proceedings, though of course I would not presume to upstage the Archbishop of Canterbury. (Although were he to 
ask my advice on how to run the Anglican Church, I have several helpful suggestions to hand.) But even I 
struggled to keep things on a proper course when the bride, lacking a horse-drawn carriage, simply walked up the 
lane with her ancient pony. (Which then tried to bite me at the church door!)

Her arrival was greeted with music. I will pass no comment on this, as the Bible says we are to make a joyful noise, 
not necessarily music, unto the Lord. I am sure that drums and kazoos and guitars all have their place – 
somewhere or other.

It was a pity that the groom, unlike Prince William, had not thought to get to the church on time – or indeed, at all. It 
was fortunate that the bride’s mother found him in that pub nearby, or really, we would have struggled to complete 
the wedding. 

Your loving uncle,

Eustace 
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Sunday
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redemp orist
p u b l i c a t i o n s

5 September 2021 Fourteenth Sunday after Trinity

COLLECT
Almighty God,
whose only Son has opened for us
a new and living way into your 

presence:
give us pure hearts and steadfast wills
to worship you in spirit and in truth;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.

FIRST READING Isaiah 35:4-7a
A reading from the book of the prophet 
Isaiah.

Say to those who are of a fearful heart,  
“Be strong, do not fear! Here is your 
God. He will come with vengeance, with 
terrible recompense. He will come and 
save you.” Then the eyes of the blind 
shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf 
unstopped; then the lame shall leap like a 
deer, and the tongue of the speechless sing 
for joy. For waters shall break forth in the 
wilderness, and streams in the desert; the 
burning sand shall become a pool, and the 
thirsty ground springs of water.

PSALM Psalm 146
R  The Lord shall reign for ever.

Alleluia.
Praise the Lord, O my soul:
while I live will I praise the Lord; 
as long as I have any being,
I will sing praises to my God.
Put not your trust in princes,
nor in any human power, 
for there is no help in them.
When their breath goes forth, they return 

to the earth; 
on that day all their thoughts perish. R
Happy are those who have the God of 

Jacob for their help, 
whose hope is in the Lord their God;
Who made heaven and earth,
the sea and all that is in them; 
who keeps his promise for ever;
Who gives justice to those that suffer 

wrong 
and bread to those who hunger. R
The Lord looses those that are bound; 
the Lord opens the eyes of the blind;
The Lord lifts up those who are bowed 

down; 
the Lord loves the righteous; R

The Lord watches over the stranger in the 
land;

he upholds the orphan and widow;
but the way of the wicked he turns upside 

down.
The Lord shall reign for ever, 
your God, O Zion, throughout all 

generations.
Alleluia. R

SECOND READING
James 2:1-10 [11-13] 14-17
A reading from the letter of James.

My brothers and sisters, do you with your 
acts of favouritism really believe in our 
glorious Lord Jesus Christ? For if a person 
with gold rings and in fine clothes comes 
into your assembly, and if a poor person in 
dirty clothes also comes in, and if you take 
notice of the one wearing the fine clothes 
and say, “Have a seat here, please,” while 
to the one who is poor you say, “Stand 
there,” or, “Sit at my feet,” have you 
not made distinctions among yourselves, 
and become judges with evil thoughts? 
Listen, my beloved brothers and sisters. 
Has not God chosen the poor in the world 
to be rich in faith and to be heirs of the 
kingdom that he has promised to those 
who love him? But you have dishonoured 
the poor. Is it not the rich who oppress 
you? Is it not they who drag you into 
court? Is it not they who blaspheme the 
excellent name that was invoked over 
you? You do well if you really fulfil the 
royal law according to the scripture, “You 
shall love your neighbour as yourself.” But 
if you show partiality, you commit sin and 
are convicted by the law as transgressors. 
For whoever keeps the whole law but fails 
in one point has become accountable for 
all of it. [For the one who said, “You shall 
not commit adultery,” also said, “You shall 
not murder.” Now if you do not commit 
adultery but if you murder, you have 
become a transgressor of the law. So speak 
and so act as those who are to be judged by 
the law of liberty. For judgement will be 
without mercy to anyone who has shown 
no mercy; mercy triumphs over judgement.] 
What good is it, my brothers and sisters, 
if you say you have faith but do not have 
works? Can faith save you? If a brother or 
sister is naked and lacks daily food, and 
one of you says to them, “Go in peace; 
keep warm and eat your fill,” and yet you 
do not supply their bodily needs, what is 

the good of that? So faith by itself, if it 
has no works, is dead.

GOSPEL Mark 7:24-37
Hear the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ 
according to Mark.

Jesus set out and went away to the region 
of Tyre. He entered a house and did not 
want anyone to know he was there. Yet 
he could not escape notice, but a woman 
whose little daughter had an unclean 
spirit immediately heard about him, 
and she came and bowed down at his 
feet. Now the woman was a Gentile, of 
Syrophoenician origin. She begged him 
to cast the demon out of her daughter. 
He said to her, “Let the children be fed 
first, for it is not fair to take the children’s 
food and throw it to the dogs.” But she 
answered him, “Sir, even the dogs under 
the table eat the children’s crumbs.” Then 
he said to her, “For saying that, you may 
go – the demon has left your daughter.” 
So she went home, found the child lying 
on the bed, and the demon gone. Then 
he returned from the region of Tyre, and 
went by way of Sidon towards the Sea of 
Galilee, in the region of the Decapolis. 
They brought to him a deaf man who had 
an impediment in his speech; and they 
begged him to lay his hand on him. He 
took him aside in private, away from the 
crowd, and put his fingers into his ears, 
and he spat and touched his tongue. 
Then looking up to heaven, he sighed 
and said to him, “Ephphatha,” that is, “Be 
opened.” And immediately his ears were 
opened, his tongue was released, and he 
spoke plainly. Then Jesus ordered them 
to tell no one; but the more he ordered 
them, the more zealously they proclaimed 
it. They were astounded beyond measure, 
saying, “He has done everything well; he 
even makes the deaf to hear and the mute 
to speak.”

POST COMMUNION
Lord God, the source of truth and love,
keep us faithful to the apostles’
teaching and fellowship,
united in prayer and the breaking of 

bread,
and one in joy and simplicity of heart,
in Jesus Christ our Lord.
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My name is

Open my ears, Jesus, and 
help me to hear your message 
of love. Help me to use my 
tongue to speak kindly to 
everyone I meet today.

A deaf man who has difficulty 
speaking is brought to Jesus. 
Jesus lays his hand on the 
man, touching his ears and 
his tongue. The man’s ears 
are opened and he can speak 
clearly!

Sunday 5 September 2021
Mark 7:31-37
23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time

Helping hands

redemp orist
p u b l i c a t i o n s
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Sign language

LISTEN AND HELP!
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People who are deaf are often better listeners than those of us 
who can hear. They use sign language or lip-read and have  
to pay close attention to what is being signed or spoken. 

Who does God love? Starting with e write 
down every 2nd letter. 

e _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Make this 
face look 

happy with 
the good 

news!
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My hands 
help when 
I...

Jesus touched the deaf 
man when he healed him. 
I can use my hands to help 
people too. Draw or write 
your ideas in this hand.

God does not have any favourites. 
God loves each one of us the same.

Perhaps you already know some sign language.  
Add the letters to see what these signs mean.

Y _ u

Jesus travelled a 
long way healing 
people and telling 
them how much 
God loved them. 
Help Jesus  
make his way 
through Sidon  
to Lake Galilee.

It is a long journey 
over hills and down 
valleys!
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