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Also on Zoom - All welcome
Tuesdays 7pm Contemplative Prayer Zoom details; 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82633460276? 
To listen by phone: 0131 460 1196 

ID  826 3346 0276  Password:  benefice
Wednesdays 3pm Home Group

Fridays 12 Noon Midday Prayers

Services in the Holsworthy Benefice
on Zoom Hollacombe Holsworthy Pancrasweek Pyworthy

3rd Jan 9.30am Morning 
Prayer

3pm BCP Evening 
Prayer

11am Benefice 
Eucharist  

9.30am Morning 
Prayer

10th Jan 9.30am Morning 
Prayer

11am Benefice 
Eucharist  

3pm Plough Service 
(outside)

17th Jan 9.30am Morning 
Prayer

9.30am BCP Holy 
Communion 11am Eucharist 9.30am Eucharist

24th Jan 9.30am Morning 
Prayer 11am Eucharist

31st Jan 9.30am Morning 
Prayer 11am Eucharist

The winners of the Jackpot Draw drawn on 20th December 
1st Prize, £14.00 – ticket number 11, Arthur from Menors Place 
2nd Prize, £2.80 – ticket number 60, Ethan from Staddon Road

We start 2021 with greater tier 
restrictions; the pandemic continues 
to have an impact on our daily lives. 
The vaccines have brought hope of 
an end to this debilitating virus.   
So as we continue through this 
pandemic let us also continue to 

turn to our Holy Scriptures the 
source of the greatest hope.  
Each week this news sheet will have 
a text for the week. I encourage you 
to contemplate the text and even 
open your Bibles to read more. 

Mother Elizabeth 

Text for the Week  - John 16:33  
“I have told you these things, 
so that in me you may have 
peace. In this world you will 
have trouble. But take heart!  
I have overcome the world.”

Bishop Jackie will 
be joining us  

 10th January for 
Morning Prayer  

on Zoom

http://www.holsworthybenefice.org.uk
https://www.facebook.com/pg/HolsworthyChurches/posts/?ref=page_internal
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And the bills keep coming in -  from a worried Holsworthy Churchwarden

This is a bit of an appeal for money just in case you have missed out on putting something in the 
Sunday collection recently.  Several of our regulars in the congregation joined the Parish Giving 
Scheme (PGS) some time ago and have therefore continued with their usual weekly offering even 
if they have been isolating and not personally in church.  The pandemic situation has really 
demonstrated how beneficial the scheme can be for our church.  Unfortunately, even with those 
continuing to give through the PGS, the total weekly collection is down from what it would normally 
be so we are facing a serious cash flow problem which needs to be addressed sooner rather than 
later.  After the first national lock down the Holsworthy PCC decided to keep the church open for 
private prayer during the week and for Sunday services but this does come at a cost.  Thank you 
to all the volunteers who make the daily opening of our church possible.
 
As if we did not have enough problems at the moment the recent below average low temperatures 
have been correctly triggering the frost stat to turn on the church heating in order to prevent the 
heating system and the cold water supply into the church from freezing. If you should happen to 
call into church during the week and notice the radiators are lukewarm please don't assume we 
have forgotten to turn off the boiler. 
Keeping the water in the heating system no lower than 5 degrees burns anything from 14 to 28 
litres of oil a day.  The oil we purchased before Christmas cost us 35p a litre, that works out at 
anything from £4.90 to  £9.80 a day to keep the system safe, that's getting close to £70 a 
week and can be double that if the temperature stays below 5 degrees C or if we decide to turn on 
the heating for a service.  It is, as you well know, a very big space to heat.

If we have to turn off the heating system completely to save on running costs we will have to pay a 
heating engineer to come and drain down the whole system, drain down the cold water supply to 
the vestry and to the water heater and then we will be faced with the possibility of cancelling 
Eucharist services because there will be no clean water available for use within the service.  That 
would be a very sad situation and not one we would really wish to take.
 
Unfortunately we lost out on the many fundraising opportunities we would have had during 2020 
and this situation looks set to continue for some time yet.   
If you are not already in the Parish Giving Scheme do please consider joining.  It does not cost 
you anything to be in the scheme.  The regular giving helps our treasurer to budget for the various 
expenses that occur during the year.  Anyone can join so do let your friends know about the 
scheme.  Don't forget that there is also the Friends of Holsworthy Church Jackpot Draw, that just 
costs £1 a month and gives you the chance to win your money back.  Please contact our 
treasurer, Helen Narborough, if you think you can help in any way.  Helen's address is Lyndhurst, 
North Road, Holsworthy.  EX22 6HB.  Tel. 01409 253868
Alternatively please have a word with Mother Elizabeth.  If you can think of any fundraising ideas 
please do let us have them.  They do of course have to be Covid safe!
 
Finally, thank you for the donations we had towards the cost of heating oil just before Christmas.  
That was a very kind and generous thing to do.
 
If you are a computer user you will find more information about the Parish Giving Scheme (PGS) 
on the Benefice website and that can be found at 
https://www.holsworthybenefice.org.uk/planned-giving/parish-giving-scheme-pgs/
 
I will take this opportunity to wish you well for 2021, I hope you have managed to keep safe so far 
and continue to do so, hopefully the end to this pandemic is in sight.  
 
Bob Beckford, Churchwarden  
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St James the Least of All

The Rev Dr Gary Bowness continues his tongue-in-cheek letters from 
‘Uncle Eustace’… 

On how to deal with your church’s correspondence
The Rectory 

St James the Least
My dear Nephew Darren

You may have had several years of intensive training on biblical 
interpretation, preaching and church history, but that doesn’t cover the really 
important matters in parish life: how to evade disgruntled parishioners, run a 
brisk Summer Fete and, in your case at present, deal with correspondence, 
either by letter or email.

My regular practice, which I recommend to you as a New Year Resolution, is to 
read all the letters/emails you receive and then discard them. If the matter is 
truly important, you will receive a second message, to which you respond; more 
likely, the sender will either have forgotten all about his first letter/email 
after the second month or will write to some other cleric instead. In either 
case, you will be saved a great deal of trouble.

You only need two folders for your filing system, either for post or emails. 
The first is for complaints; they are to be filed and ignored, no matter how 
many duplicates you are sent. Should you be confronted personally, you simply 
say that the matter has been passed on to the bishop. Those truly dogged 
complainants who pursue the matter will eventually receive an episcopal reply 
saying he knows nothing of the matter, for which you then blame the postal 
system/spammed email. After letters and emails have ricocheted round the 
country for many months, the person complaining will either have lost energy to 
pursue the matter, or the will to live.

The second file receives all other correspondence/emails chronologically. The 
earliest letters and emails will be at the bottom of the pile and the most 
recent on the top. In my experience, the postal file only needs attention when 
it reaches a height of about two feet and becomes unstable. The practice then 
is to discard the lower six inches and allow it to continue its steady growth. 
If the stack is kept in the church vestry, then mice usually attend to the 
papers on the bottom of the pile.

Sadly, your own church, with its electronic systems for filing, sorting and 
retrieving correspondence and with your parish secretaries, removes all of 
these blessings at a stroke. You have therefore no excuses for not dealing 
instantly with every note that comes your way. As ye sow, so shall ye reap.

May I also remind you that not even St Paul, that unflagging letter-writer, 
never ended one of his letters with a request for a prompt reply. Need I say 
more?

Your loving uncle,   

Eustace 
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My name is

Dear Jesus, the wise men 
came on a long journey to find 
you. Please watch over me on 
my journey through life and help 
me to know how close you are 
to me as I travel along. Amen

Sunday 3 January 2021
Matthew 2:1-12
The Epiphany of the Lord (Scotland)
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redemp orist
p u b l i c a t i o n s

Look. Written by Lucy Russell. Design by Anna Davie/Louise Hilton. Edited by Rachel Thompson. Published by Redemptorist Publications Chawton Hampshire GU34 3HQ. 
Copyright © Redemptorist Publications. A registered charity. www.rpbooks.co.uk. Printed on FSC paper.

What did the wise men give to Jesus?

WELCOME

The wise men had three presents for Jesus. 
Can you spot the odd present out in each group of three. 

Start with the G and use every 
other letter to find out.

_ _ _ _   _ _ _ _   _ _ _ _   _ _ _ _   
 _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Finding God
Spot in the word search 
some of the places we 
can find God.
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What did the wise men  
know about Jesus? 

This time use every other letter 
starting with the J to find out.

BIBLE
GOD
JESUS
LOVE
MASS

ME
NATURE
PEOPLE
PRAYER

_ _ _ _ _   _ _   _  _ _ _   _ _ _ _ _   _ _   _  _ _ _   
_ _ _ _   _ _   _ _ _ __ _ _ _   _ _   _ _ _ _ .
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Which 
path leads 

to baby 
Jesus?

We hear today that the wise 
men follow a bright new star to 
find baby Jesus and welcome 
him into the world. The wise 
men give Jesus special presents 
because they know how 
important he is. 
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3 January 2021 Epiphany3 January 2021 Epiphany

COLLECT
O God,
who by the leading of a star
manifested your only Son to the 

peoples of the earth:
mercifully grant that we,
who know you now by faith,
may at last behold your glory face to face;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.

FIRST READING Isaiah 60:1-6
A reading from the book of the prophet 
Isaiah.
Arise, shine; for your light has come, and 
the glory of the LORD has risen upon 
you. For darkness shall cover the earth, 
and thick darkness the peoples; but the 
LORD will arise upon you, and his glory 
will appear over you. Nations shall come 
to your light, and kings to the brightness 
of your dawn. Lift up your eyes and look 
around; they all gather together, they 
come to you; your sons shall come from 
far away, and your daughters shall be 
carried on their nurses’ arms. Then you 
shall see and be radiant; your heart shall 
thrill and rejoice, because the abundance 
of the sea shall be brought to you, the 
wealth of the nations shall come to you. 
A multitude of camels shall cover you, 
the young camels of Midian and Ephah; 
all those from Sheba shall come. They 
shall bring gold and frankincense, and 
shall proclaim the praise of the LORD.

PSALM Psalm 72:[1-9] 10-15
R The Lord is king; let the earth rejoice.

Give the king your judgements, O God, 
and your righteousness to the son of a 

king.
Then shall he judge your people 

righteously 
and your poor with justice. R

May the mountains bring forth peace, 
and the little hills righteousness for the 

people.
May he defend the poor among the 

people, 
deliver the children of the needy and 

crush the oppressor. R 

May he live as long as the sun and moon 
endure, 

from one generation to another.
May he come down like rain upon the 

mown grass, 
like the showers that water the earth.
In his time shall righteousness flourish, 

and abundance of peace 
   till the moon shall be no more. R

May his dominion extend from sea to sea 
and from the River to the ends of the 

earth.
May his foes kneel before him 
and his enemies lick the dust. R

The kings of Tarshish and of the isles shall 
pay tribute; 

the kings of Sheba and Seba shall bring 
gifts.

All kings shall fall down before him; 
all nations shall do him service. R

For he shall deliver the poor that cry out, 
the needy and those who have no helper.
He shall have pity on the weak and poor; 
he shall preserve the lives of the  

needy. R

He shall redeem their lives from 
oppression and violence, 

and dear shall their blood be in his sight. 
Long may he live;
   unto him may be given gold from  

   Sheba; 
may prayer be made for him continually
   and may they bless him all the day   

   long. R

SECOND READING Ephesians 3:1-12
A reading from the letter of Paul to the 
Ephesians.
I, Paul, am a prisoner for Christ Jesus for 
the sake of you Gentiles – for surely you 
have already heard of the commission of 
God’s grace that was given me for you, 
and how the mystery was made known 
to me by revelation, as I wrote above in a 
few words, a reading of which will enable 
you to perceive my understanding of the 
mystery of Christ. In former generations 
this mystery was not made known to 
humankind, as it has now been revealed 
to his holy apostles and prophets by the 
Spirit: that is, the Gentiles have become 
fellow-heirs, members of the same body, 
and sharers in the promise in Christ Jesus 
through the gospel. Of this gospel I have 
become a servant according to the gift 
of God’s grace that was given me by the 
working of his power. Although I am the 
very least of all the saints, this grace was 
given to me to bring to the Gentiles the 
news of the boundless riches of Christ, 
and to make everyone see what is the 
plan of the mystery hidden for ages 
in God who created all things; so that 
through the church the wisdom of God 
in its rich variety might now be made 

known to the rulers and authorities in the 
heavenly places. This was in accordance 
with the eternal purpose that he has 
carried out in Christ Jesus our Lord, in 
whom we have access to God in boldness 
and confidence through faith in him.

GOSPEL Matthew 2:1-12
Hear the gospel of our Lord Jesus 
Christ according to Matthew.
In the time of King Herod, after Jesus 
was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise 
men from the East came to Jerusalem, 
asking, “Where is the child who has 
been born king of the Jews? For we 
observed his star at its rising, and have 
come to pay him homage.” When King 
Herod heard this, he was frightened, 
and all Jerusalem with him; and calling 
together all the chief priests and scribes 
of the people, he inquired of them 
where the Messiah was to be born. They 
told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea; for so 
it has been written by the prophet: ‘And 
you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 
are by no means least among the rulers 
of Judah; for from you shall come a ruler 
who is to shepherd my people Israel.’” 
Then Herod secretly called for the wise 
men and learned from them the exact 
time when the star had appeared. Then 
he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go 
and search diligently for the child; and 
when you have found him, bring me 
word so that I may also go and pay him 
homage.” When they had heard the 
king, they set out; and there, ahead of 
them, went the star that they had seen 
at its rising, until it stopped over the 
place where the child was. When they 
saw that the star had stopped, they were 
overwhelmed with joy. On entering the 
house, they saw the child with Mary 
his mother; and they knelt down and 
paid him homage. Then, opening their 
treasure-chests, they offered him gifts 
of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. And 
having been warned in a dream not to 
return to Herod, they left for their own 
country by another road.

POST COMMUNION
Lord God,
the bright splendour whom the nations 

seek:
may we who with the wise men 

have been drawn by your light
discern the glory of your presence in 

your Son,
the Word made flesh, Jesus Christ our 

Lord.
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