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If you have anything you would like to be considered for publication in our 
magazine please give it to the editor by the 20th of the preceding month.  
It can be sent by email or hand written.  Our printer in Bude can usually 
reproduce photographs to a reasonable standard.  If you want any hard 
copy or pictures returned please ensure your name and address is on the 
back. 
 
This magazine is produced for the churches of St. Peter and St. Paul Holsworthy; St. 
Bridget’s, Bridgerule; St. Petroc, Hollacombe; St. Swithun, Pyworthy; St. Pancras, 
Pancrasweek; and is the only publication promoting the views and vision of the benefice. 
 
The contents of this magazine do not necessarily reflect the views of the individual PCC’s 
but are those of individual contributors.  
 
  
Supporting our Advertisers 
The advertisers in this magazine cover the cost of production so that we are able to 
distribute it free of charge.  Whilst pleased to welcome advertisements, the PCC’s of 
the United Churches of the Holsworthy Benefice cannot offer endorsement of any 
specific advertiser or event. 
 
…but if you respond to one of our advertisers please tell them you saw their advert 
in our Benefice Magazine. 
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From the rectory  
 
As we say goodbye to the holiday season, we start to think about giving thanks for 
all we have.  Each of the churches have their own Harvest Thanksgiving service. 
This year Pancrasweek has even more to be thankful for as they now have a new 
roof on their church, a new heating system, a new kitchen area and the whole 
church has been decorated. They will be holding a Harvest Festival service of 
rededication with refreshments afterwards on Friday 27th September at 7pm in 
Pancrasweek Church.  Archdeacon Mark Butcher will be joining us for the service. 
All are welcome. 
 
On fifth Sundays of the month we have a joint Benefice service at 10am which 
rotates around the Benefice.  This month on 29th September we will be at 
Holsworthy Parish Church where we will celebrate Reader Mary Aicheler’s call to 
ministry 25 years ago and we will give thanks for her 25 years of ministry. 
 
Mary has been a faithful servant of God and the ministry of Readers is one of great 
importance in the church.  Below is from the introduction of the service of 
Admission and Licensing of Readers;  
 
“Readers are called to serve the Church of God and to work together with clergy 
and other ministers. They are to lead public worship, to preach and teach the word 
of God, to assist at the Eucharist and to share in pastoral and evangelistic work. As 
authorised lay ministers, they are to encourage the ministries of God’s people, as 
the Spirit distributes gifts among us all. They are called to help the whole Church to 
participate in God’s mission to the world.” 
 
I do hope you are able to join Mary on 29th September to celebrate with her and 
the church. 
  
Yours in Christ 
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News from the Churches in our Benefice 
 
St. Peter and St. Paul, Holsworthy  
By Bob Beckford 
 
Collection Bags 
The new collection bags we are now using in church have 
been well received and enable giving to be made with more 
privacy than the open plate.  They are also much easier to 
pass along the row.  Don’t forget to mention to Mother 
Elizabeth if you would like to sponsor the purchase of one of 
them. They cost the church £39 each.  
 
On a personal note I had a visit last month from some 
friends who attend the church where I used to worship in Cheltenham.  Although, 
like us, they use the Parish Giving Scheme they are now also offering a contactless 
card reader as a means of giving because they have found the amount of cash in the 
collection at services and more so at weddings and funerals has been diminishing.  
This is mainly because these visitors to church are not carrying cash. 
I will keep in touch with them and find out if a card reader makes a difference.  I 
have also been told that in the bigger cities the vendors of The Big Issue are now 
trialling contactless payment for the same reason. 
 
Grass Roots Disciples 
Along with the other churches in our Mission Community we have been invited 
to attend this course.  This is a 4-part learning opportunity, to help explore the 
different ways in which Jesus encouraged us to follow him.  It is being led by Jon 
Curtis, a Lay Discipleship Project Manager at the Diocese of Exeter.  This will take 
place on Wednesday afternoons and evenings for four weeks, 25th Sept, 2nd, 9th 
& 16th October at a venue in Holsworthy.  There is a list at the back of church 
for you to add your name if you are interested and you can also indicate whether 
it is the afternoon or evening session that you prefer. 
 
Harvest Barn Dance 
We are holding a Fund-Raising Harvest Barn Dance at Chilsworthy Village Hall on 
Saturday October 12th from 7pm to 11pm.  Tickets are priced £10 each, Children 
under 14 years £5 and there is also a Family Ticket (2 Adults + up to 3 children) 
at £25.  There will be a bar and Food is included in the price of your ticket.  To 
help you through the dances we have caller, Christine March, and your live band 
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are the Devon Highlanders.  You may have seen them if you were at the Burn’s 
Supper or the Holsworthy Twinning Barn Dance earlier this year.  Please 
encourage your friends and relatives to come along and enjoy themselves whilst 
helping to raise much needed funds for our church. 
Ticket can be purchased after the Holsworthy church services on a Sunday and 
Friday and they are also available at HBH Woolacotts in Holsworthy Square (Cash 
only there please) 
 
 
Open The Book 
We are about to start the new term at Holsworthy 
Primary School, presenting a bible story at the 
Wednesday afternoon school assembly.   
 
We were praised in the school report last year by the 
school inspectorate so we now have a reputation to 
live up to.   
 
If you can spare a Wednesday afternoon and would 
like to help us to read and act out a bible story for the children, we would love to 
hear from you.  We also need help making costumes and props if you don’t fancy 
doing the reading bit.  You are most welcome to come along and see what it is we 
do before you commit yourself to joining the group.  You don’t have to do it every 
Wednesday afternoon, we all have days off and sometimes the story only has a few 
characters.  It is probably worth mentioning here that you will of course have to go 
through the necessary safeguarding checks to ensure you are ok to work with 
children. Speak to Bob Beckford if you are interested. 
 
 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

The Friend’s of Holsworthy Parish Church St Peter’s 
Monthly Jackpot Draw 

 
The winners of the St. Peter’s Monthly Jackpot Draw, drawn on 21st August were 
1st Prize, £25.00 - ticket number 37, Helen from Trewyn Park 
2nd prize, £5.00 - ticket number 88, Bruce from The Golden Fleece 
You can still purchase a ticket and join in, price of the ticket to be included in the 
September draw drops to £7.  Please speak to Helen Narborough our treasurer or 
a member of the PCC if you would like to purchase a ticket. 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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St Pancras Pancrasweek 
 
 
 

 
St. Petroc, Hollacombe  
by Margaret Stacey  
 
Hollacombe has had two bereavements recently, Jenny from 
Hayne Barton whose funeral has been held further up in the 
country and from Eastacombe Farm, Pat Skinner whose funeral was held in 
Holsworthy Chapel.  Our thoughts and prayers and love go to their families and 
friends at this sad time. 
 
We held our monthly Evensong Service on August 4th at the season of Lammas, 
the first fruits and this will be concluded for us on Sunday 22nd  September at 7pm 
with our Harvest Thanksgiving Service. The guest preacher will be Rev Stuart 
Wilson.  The service will be followed by The Auction of produce and Pasty & Cider 
(plus other goodies) supper.  
 
Services For September 
Sunday  1 st. 3pm  Evensong 
Sunday  15 th. 9.30am. Holy Communion.  Rev Richard Freeman 
Sunday  22 nd. 7pm  Harvest Thanksgiving.    
 

You are invited to 
St Pancras Church, Pancrasweek 

Harvest Festival and service of Rededication 
Which will take place on 

Friday 27th September 2019 at 7.00pm 
 

The Ven Dr Mark Butchers (Archdeacon of Barnstaple) 
and Rev Elizabeth Burke. 

Donations of non-perishable food items, and the evening’s offertory 
will be for the Holsworthy Food Bank. 

A Harvest meal will be provided after the service. 
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Services for October – Advance Notice 
Sunday  6 th Oct.   3pm.   Evensong 
 
Date For Diaries  - Traditional Carol Service at 3pm. On Friday 27th 
December 
 
 
General News from The Parish Pump 
 
Holsworthy Friendship Group 
There is now a Friendship Group running in Holsworthy. It started on July 18th and 
runs every second Thursday of the month.  It is being held in the Blue Room at the 
Methodist Church in Bodmin Street from 2:30 to 4:00pm.  A chance to have a chat 
and enjoy tea and cake. 
Further details can be obtained from Michelle Hogarth - 07494687030  
 
Calling all photographers out there – help us to win £5,000 for 
your Benefice church 
Don’t forget that, as mentioned in the August edition of this magazine, Ecclesiastical 
Insurance has launched Parish Pixels - put your church in the picture and it could 
win £5,000! 
 
Budding photographers could be in with a chance of winning £5,000 as part of a 
new competition launched by the UK’s leading church insurer. 
 
The competition opened in June, and churches must submit their entries by 31st 
October 2019. More information at:  www.ecclesiastical.com/parishpixels  
 
More than 50,000 people now attend non-traditional church 
gatherings 
More than 50,000 people are attending non-traditional church gatherings, thanks to 
the success of a drive to attract worshippers with no previous contact with the 
Christian faith, the General Synod heard this summer. 
 
And members of the General Synod gave their backing to an expansion of ‘Fresh 
Expressions’ churches – new forms of church gatherings, meeting often in venues 
such as cafes, community centres and pubs. 
 
Fresh Expressions churches now account for 15% of congregations in the Church 
of England and are estimated to attract more than 50,000 worshippers, the 
equivalent to the size of two new dioceses, the General Synod was told. 
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To boost the movement, the Church of England is planning for up to 6,000 
‘pioneer’ ministers within the next decade – both lay and ordained - to serve Fresh 
Expressions churches.  There are also plans to give further support for the growth 
of new forms of church gatherings in 10 dioceses.   
 
Fresh Expressions was called “the most influential missionary movement of the last 
50 years, and a significant means of allowing our church to thrive now and in the 
future.”  Mark Sheard, Chair of the Ministry and Public Affairs Council of the 
Church of England, leading a debate at the General Synod said: “I am firmly of the 
belief that … what we are witnessing here is a real and exceptional movement of 
the Spirit.” 
 
And so the General Synod voted to approve a new motion celebrating the success 
of the Fresh Expressions movement, and encouraging every parish and diocese to 
be part of the movement. 
 
Church of England and Methodists inch closer to communion with 
each other 
The General Synod has recently given its backing to further steps towards bringing 
the Church of England and the Methodist Church in Great Britain into communion 
with each other. 
 
Members voted in favour of starting work on drafting a series of texts including a 
formal declaration of a new relationship of communion between the two churches. 
 
The texts would include inaugural services to mark this new relationship and 
practical guidelines on how ministers from each church could serve in the other. 
The Bishop of Coventry, Christopher Cocksworth, called the Methodist Church 
“our close historical cousin and covenant partner”. 
 
The Revd Joyce Jones, from the Diocese of Leeds, said: “Our unity is vital for our 
mission. If people see our two churches separately then they won’t see Christ 
easily. If they see us loving one another and working together to serve Christ, they 
are more likely to be drawn to faith.” 
 
Marks & Spencer – celebrating 125 years 
The origins of the iconic British retail chain Marks & Spencer (often known as M&S) 
were laid 125 years ago, on 28th September 1894, when Michael Marks, a Polish 
Jewish immigrant, acquired his first permanent stall in Leeds covered market and 
invited Thomas Spencer to become his business partner. 
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Ten years earlier Marks had opened a market stall in Leeds with the slogan ‘Don’t 
ask the price: it’s a penny’. Spencer was a cashier from Dewhirst – a wholesale 
company whose owner Isaac had backed Marks. Spencer’s £300 investment grew 
to £15,000 by 1903. He died two years later, but his wife continued to fund 
charitable work in Middlesbrough. 
 
After Marks’ death, the St Michael brand was created by his son in his honour. The 
store has always been seen as a retailer of British quality goods, and its attitude to 
its customers was encapsulated in the 1953 slogan ‘The customer is always and 
completely right.’ 
 
In 1998, the company became the first British retailer to make a pre-tax profit of 
over £1 billion. At present there are well over 900 stores across the UK, including 
more than 600 that sell only food, but there are plans to close about 100 of them.  
 
A pond – even a small one – is the most important thing you can 
do for the wildlife in your garden.   
So says Kate Bradbury, a presenter of the BBC nature show, SpringWatch. 
The problem is that the number of ponds in Britain has halved since the 1950s.   
 
The effect on wildlife has been catastrophic.  Beetles, birds, frogs, toads, newts, 
hedgehogs, and bees are already in steep decline, and with no easy access to water, 
their struggle to survive is even harder. 
 
Kate Bradbury urges people to use old Belfast sinks, buckets or even baths to help 
their garden wildlife.  For such mini-ponds, the RHS recommends oxygenating 
plants such as a miniature water lily, starwort (Callitriche stagnalis) and lesser 
spearwort (Ranunculus flammula). 
 
A guide to building a mini-pond can be found here: 
https://www.rspb.org.uk/get-involved/activities/give-nature-a-home-in-your-
garden/garden-activities/createaminipond/ 
 
Give nature two hours a week 
If you want to improve your health and higher psychological well-being, spend at 
least 120 minutes a week in a park, woodland, country park, beach or elsewhere in 
nature. 
 
Recent research at Exeter University found that people who spend at least two 
hours a week walking among trees, listening to birdsong, and engaging with nature 
have lower stress and blood pressure.  The study was published in the journal 
Scientific Reports. 
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Where shall we hold the wedding? 
A review of wedding laws is underway, which could mean that couples are given a 
much wider choice of where they are allowed to enter into marriage or a civil 
partnership. 
 
Currently, the law requires ceremonies to be held in: places of worship, register 
offices, or buildings licensed by local authorities.  But it may be that changes in the 
law would allow wedding to be held in anything from marquees, private homes, 
military sites for service personnel, at sea, or even in the open air, as is already 
possible in Scotland. 
 
The sites would still have to meet the existing test of solemnity and dignity, but 
they would mean that couples have a wider range of cheaper alternatives to hiring 
expensive wedding venues.  The Law Commission is expected to produce a set of 
recommendations by 2021 for new legislation.   
 
Canon Sandra Millar, head of projects and development at Church House, said: 
“Our research has shown that being married in a place that has meaning is still 
important. We continue to believe that a church is the best place for a wedding. 
You don’t have to be christened or a churchgoer - just ask, and you might be 
surprised at the answer!” 
 
How to become a local hero 
Autumn is a time for new ventures, a time to take on new challenges.  If you have 
any spare time on your hands, you could do so much good in your local 
community. 
 
Here are just some ideas: 
 
Parish, town or community councillor:  Many councils have spare seats, and would 
welcome an enthusiastic, committed person.  Visit www.nalc.gov.uk or 
www.ascc.org.uk 
 
Charities:  Are you drawn to toddlers’ playgroups, rescuing cats, or helping 
youngsters out of drug addiction?  There will be any number of local charities who 
would welcome your help.   Larger national charities with local branches would 
also welcome you – such as the RSPB or Friends of the Earth. 
 
Volunteer:   Think Linda Snell, the do-gooder of R4’s The Archers.  She may be 
interfering, but she is indefatigable – and with great energy she directs Christmas 
plays, saves historic buildings, and befriends homeless animals.  She is an exemplary 
volunteer in excellent causes, and you could be one, as well.  
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Administer justice:  Think about becoming a magistrate.  You need clear thinking 
and humanity, but no legal expertise.  Visit https://www.gov.uk/become-
magistrate/can-you-be-a-magistrate 
 
Local club or society:  How about cricket or amateur dramatics?  Can you help 
your local enthusiasts by perhaps becoming club secretary?    
 
Neighbourhood Watch:  Could you join the local scheme or even offer to help run 
it?  You’ll earn instant gratitude from the police, fire-fighters, and social services.  
Visit  https://www.ourwatch.org.uk/knowledge/joining-a-scheme/ 
 
Smile Lines 
From The Church Notice Board – Submitted by John Powers 

 

 
 

 

 
 

The sermon this 
morning: ‘Jesus 
Walks on the Water.’ The sermon tonight ‘Searching 
for Jesus.’ 

The ladies of the 
Church have cast off 

clothing of every kind.  
They can be seen in the 

basement on Friday 
afternoons. 

Low Self- Esteem 

Support Group will 

meet on Thursday at 

7pm.  Please use the 

back door. 

Don’t let worry kill 

you off – let the 

Church help. 
For those who have children and don’t know it, we have a nursery downstairs. 

Irving Benson and Jessie Carter were married on October 24th in the church.  So ends a friendship that began in their 
school days. 

This being Easter Sunday, we will ask Mrs Lewis to come forward and lay an egg on the altar. 

This evening at 7pm 

there will be hymn 

singing in the park 

across from the 

Church.  Bring a 

blanket and come 

prepared to sin. 

At the evening service tonight the sermon topic will be ‘What is Hell?’  Come early and listen to the choir 
practice 

Potluck Supper 
Sunday at 5pm – 

prayer and 
medication to 

follow. 
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Raising funds for Holsworthy Parish Church 

 
 
 
 
 

In Chilsworthy Village Hall 

Bar Available 
Food is included in the ticket price 

 

Tickets available In Advance 
On a Sunday or Friday after the church service 

Or From HBH Woolacotts – Holsworthy Square (Cash Only) 
Or 

Phone 01409 253115 
Tickets £10.00 each 

Children under 14 years £5 
Family Ticket (2 Adults + up to 3 Children) £25 

Under 16’s to be accompanied 

Saturday 12th October 2019 
7:00 to 11:00 

Music and Barn Dancing with caller  
Christine March and the  
Devon Highlanders Band 

(As seen on Burn’s Night in the Memorial Hall) 
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Second Nature 
 

GROUNDS MAINTENANCE FORESTRY  
AND TREE CARE 

 

Tree surgery & planting 

Lawn mowing / Grass cutting 
Hedge trimming 

Grounds Clearance & Maintenance 
Garden fencing 

& more 
COMMERCIAL & DOMESTIC 

ONE OFF JOBS & ONGOING CONTRACTS 
UNDERTAKEN 

COMPLETE GROUNDS AND TREE CARE 
PLEASE CALL FOR A NO OBLIGATION QUOTE OR EMAIL 

US FOR FURTHER INFORMATION 

07866468596 / 01837810735 
 

www.secondnature-devon.co.uk 
 

enquiries*secondnature-devon.co.uk 
 

 

 
 

 

A local company with professionalism as its  
second nature 

ALF  

BLACKMAN 

Builder 

also Carpentry, 
Plumbing, Decorating & 

General Repairs 

 

Tel: 01409 253158 

Mob: 07774 672695 

Musicians (and singers) Wanted 
 

For Occasional Playing for free at 
the Sunday Service in 
Holsworthy Church 

 
This is your chance to play with a 

group of musicians. 
 

If you are interested please 
contact Mother Elizabeth on 

 
01409 255490 or 07990 978485 
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God in the Arts 
 
Editor:  The National Gallery at Trafalgar Square in 
London houses one of the finest collections of European 
paintings in the world. It is home to 2,300 works 
spanning the centuries of artistic creation. During this 
year we shall be journeying through the gallery to explore 
one of those treasures each month. By the Rev Michael 
Burgess. 
 
He gave us eyes to see them:  St Michael 
the Archangel by Bartolemé Bermejo 
 
When we sing the Sanctus in the Eucharist, we are 
affirming that our worship here on earth is caught 
up in the worship offered by the angels in heaven. 
They praise God around His throne of glory, but 
they are also agents of His care and guidance in 
our lives. Leading them is the archangel Michael, 
and we celebrate his feast with all the angels on 
29th September.  
 
Churches were often built in his honour on high 
places:  St Michael’s Mount in Cornwall, Mont St 
Michel in Brittany, and Glastonbury Tor. 
 
St Michael’s influence extends both high and low because he is the prince of the 
angelic host. He is ready to slay the dragon as we read in the book of Revelation. 
He is armed to fight for light and right over might and darkness.  
 
St Michael’s triumph over the devil is the theme of this month’s painting by a 
forgotten Spanish artist, Bartolemé Bermejo. He died in Barcelona around 1501, 
and only 20 paintings of his exist. Seven are in the National Gallery, and his work 
has been given a special exhibition there until the end of this month.  
 
As we look at the painting, we can think of St Michael the archangel in Revelation 
or Milton’s ‘Paradise Lost’ where he leads the ‘flaming warriors’ who defeat the 
devil. He dominates the canvas in his glorious armour. At his side is the patron who 
commissioned this work, and at his feet the vanquished devil, like a nightmare 
creation of Bosch. 
 



 

 17 

We know only too well that St Michael’s battle is reflected here on earth, where 
the vulnerable and the innocent are threatened by the forces of violence. Light or 
darkness, truth or falsehood, protection or oppression – those are the mighty 
opposites that come home to us as we ponder this painting, and pray: 
 ‘Lord, give thy angels every day 
 Command to guide us on our way.’ 
 
 
September 2019 – Letter from St. James the Least 
of All   
	
The	Rev	Dr	Gary	Bowness	continues	his	letters	from	‘Uncle	
Eustace’…	
Happily,	the	Church	of	England	still	retains	some	singular	
parish	clergy.		Take	the	parish	of	St.	James-the-Least	in	the	
county	of	C.......		for	example.		Here	the	elderly	Anglo-Catholic	vicar,	Eustace,	
continues	his	correspondence	to	Darren,	his	nephew,	a	low-church	curate	recently	
ordained…		 
	
On the peculiar stains and smells of old choir robes 
	
The Rectory 
St James the Least 
 
My dear Nephew Darren 
 
Your withering comments, saying that our choir robes, 
were ‘surplice’ to requirements did not go down well at 
last week’s practice. I will concede that Mr Baddeley’s 
robes smell somewhat kippered and are laced with burns - 
but you can expect little less from 40 years of enjoying 
a final cigarette behind a gravestone before the start 
of Matins.  
 
Certainly, Mr Timmin’s surplice has a strange series of 
red and blue polka dots, but that is only because he 
uses his time in the choir stalls, when not singing, to 
catch up on marking his pupils’ essays. The red gash on 
Miss Thripp’s surplice may look as if the choirmaster 
has just stabbed her, but it was only a jam doughnut she 
ate, just before that wedding five years ago.  
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Our robes are steeped in history – they have seen their 
way through the death of Queen Victoria, the relief of 
Mafeking, and two World Wars. 
 
When one morning Admiral Flagg developed an ostentatious 
cough, I gave him a cough sweet from the pocket of my 
own cassock.  He later commented that it had a strange 
taste.  Not surprising – it had been in the pocket when 
I was given the cassock 50 years ago from Canon Ball’s 
widow after he died. 
 
In an attempt to improve the look of the surplices, Mrs 
Wigg offered to starch them all. Unfortunately, her 
enthusiasm is only surpassed by her ineptitude. She 
worked on the principle that if one packet of starch was 
good, ten would be better. When the choir arrived the 
following Sunday, they found twenty surplices standing 
round the vestry floor looking like a circle of tents at 
Scout camp.  
 
Once the choir had struggled into them, they had to 
process up the aisle in single file, as they were all 
about 6 feet wide. The choir stood rigidly throughout 
the Service, knowing that any rapid movement risked 
severing a major artery. 
 
But our style of choir dress has one advantage which 
yours can never equal. Within our choristers’ voluminous 
robes, there is ample space for peppermints, packs of 
cards, the Sunday newspapers and balls of wool and 
knitting needles. Your music group in their jeans and 
tee-shirts must feel utterly bereft during the sermon. 
 
Your loving uncle,  
Eustace 
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High Days and Holy Days in September 
	
6th September: Captain Allen Gardiner – founder of SAMS 
Captain Allen Gardiner is a saint for anyone who refuses to give up on their calling.  
For this courageous and indominable man founded what became the South 
American Mission Society, though he sacrificed his own life in the process.  
 
Gardiner had not started out to be a missionary.  Born in 1704, he had left 
Berkshire to embark on a naval career which took him to Cape Town, Ceylon, 
India, Malaysia and China.  But the death of his first wife in 1834 caused him to turn 
back to Christianity.  He left the navy and became missionary.    
 
With his second wife, Elizabeth, Allen Gardiner felt called to South America. But 
from 1838 onwards he faced implacable opposition from the authorities there, both 
secular and religious.  His efforts to evangelise among the Chilean Mapuches - 
which included a family journey of 1000 miles overland by pack mule from Buenos 
Aires to Santiago and Concepción - met with hostility.  So, in 1842 he settled on 
the Falklands, and tried to reach the Patagonian Indians. By 1844 he had founded 
the Patagonian Mission, because no other British Christian society felt able to take 
on responsibility for his work.   
 
Next, Gardiner reached out to the Bolivian Indians of the Gran Chaco. But again, 
he was repulsed.   So, he then decided on a bold attempt to evangelise the Indians 
of Tierra del Fuego.  
 
He tried to raise the funds for a 120-ton schooner, which would have provided him 
with a secure base near Picton Island. But in the end, he could only manage two 26-
foot launches, the Pioneer and Speedwell.  Nevertheless, in December 1850 
Gardiner and six other men sailed to Picton Island.  But again, nothing went well.  
Fierce weather, Indian hostility, a series of errors and logistical problems led to 
disease and finally disaster.  By March 1851 the group had had to flee for their lives.  
They sailed eastwards to Spaniard Harbour, a bay at the mouth of Cooks River. 
Here they waited in vain for fresh stores to arrive, and by September all six men 
had died of starvation.   
Gardiner's journal, water-damaged but readable, was found in his hand the 
following year by the crew of HMS Dido, and includes the plea to God, "Let not 
this mission fail", and this prayer: 
"Grant O Lord, that we may be instrumental in commencing this great and blessed work; 
but should Thou see fit in Thy providence to hedge up our way, and that we should even 
languish and die here, I beseech Thee to raise up others and to send forth labourers into 
this harvest…” 
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14th September: Holy Cross Day 
On Holy Cross Day the Church celebrates the Cross as a symbol of triumph, as 
the sign of Christ’s victory over death.   Holy Cross Day goes right back to 14 
September 335, and we have the mother of a Roman Emperor to thank for it. 
 
Helena was a devout Christian, and after her son, Constantine, was converted, they 
agreed that she should travel from Rome to Israel, and seek out the places of 
special significance to Christians.    
 
Of course, much of Jerusalem had been destroyed by the Romans around 135 AD. 
But even so, Helena finally located what she believed to be the sites of the 
Crucifixion and of the Burial (and modern archaeologists think she may well be 
correct).  The sites were so close together that she built one large church over 
them - the Church of the Holy Sepulchre.   
 
That church, built in honour of the Cross, was dedicated on 14 September 335.  
 
The sign of the Cross has been used by Christians since early times.  Tertullian, 
writing his De Corona (3:2) around AD 211, noted that Christians seldom did 
anything significant without making the sign of the cross.  
 
What is its significance?  Well, people often put their initials or some sort of 
personal mark on something to show that it belongs to them. The Cross is the 
personal mark of our Lord Jesus Christ, and we mark it on ourselves as a sign that 
we belong to him.  Even in the book of Revelation, we read that the servants of 
God are ‘sealed’ or ‘marked’ on their foreheads as a sign that they are His.  
 
A preacher once put it this way:  if you were explaining to someone how to make a 
cross, you would say: "Draw an I.”  That is you standing before the Lord, saying, 
‘here I am’.  Then cancel that vertical stroke with a horizontal stroke – as if to say:  
“Lord, I abandon my self-will and make you the centre of my life instead.  I abandon 
myself to your love and service.” 
 
On Holy Cross Day, we recall Jesus’ wonderful promise: “And when I am lifted up, 
I will draw all men unto me.”  (John 12:32)   
 
29th September: Enter all the angels, led by Michael  
By Canon David Winter 
What is an angel? Easy, people think: a shining figure with glorious wings, who 
appears from time to time to do some mighty work for God or bring a very special 
message from him.  
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Well, that’s right in one sense (apart from the wings, which owe more to stained 
glass windows than the Bible). But the fact that not all ‘angels’ in the Bible are 
‘glorious’ or ‘shining’ should make us hesitate to categorise them in this spectacular 
way. After all, the three apparently ordinary men who visited Abraham and Sarah 
to tell them that she would have a son even though she was long past child-bearing 
age had none of those outward embellishments. Nevertheless, Abraham recognised 
them as divine messengers. 
 
The Bible is full of angels, from the early chapters of Genesis to the last chapter of 
Revelation, and often they had a key role in crucial events. It seems, from just two 
instances, that Michael was their leader, an ’archangel’. In many stained glass 
windows he’s seen with a sword, because in a vision in Revelation he led the angelic 
host who fought and defeated Satan and his army.  
 
In the Gospels, an angel of the Lord appeared to Zechariah in the Temple, to tell 
him that his elderly wife was to have a son, the forerunner of the Messiah, John the 
Baptist. An angel - Gabriel - appeared to Mary to tell her that she would be the 
mother of the Messiah, the Son of God.  An angel appeared ‘in a dream’ to Joseph, 
the village carpenter in Nazareth, to tell him to go ahead and marry his fiancée, 
Mary, and later - also in a dream - warned him not to go back to Bethlehem. A 
‘young man’, whom we take to have been an angel, was sitting in the empty tomb 
on Easter morning, waiting to tell the startled women that Jesus wasn’t there - He 
had risen (Mark 16:5). 
 
Without going into every biblical reference to angels, those should be sufficient to 
show that the word covers an enormous diversity of experience. So the Letter to 
the Hebrews speaks of those who practice hospitality as sometimes ‘entertaining 
angels unawares’. Sometimes people recognised angels for who they were, and 
sometimes they didn’t. Angels, quite simply, are God’s agents or emissaries, 
messengers and ministers of His will. Sometimes they are human; sometimes they 
seem to be spiritual beings. 
 
Perhaps we could even say that anyone, in any situation, who is at that moment 
God’s ‘messenger’ to us, or serves us graciously, is an ‘angel’. So, when we say, ‘Oh, 
be an angel and pop up to the chemist for my prescription’, we may be nearer the 
heart of the matter than we think! 
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The Puzzle Pages September 2019 Crossword 
(The solution to this crossword puzzle can be found on page 28 

 
Across 
1  ‘A little later someone else saw 
Peter and said, “You — are one 
of them”’ (Luke 22:58) (4) 
3  Giving (1 Peter 2:5) (8)  
9  They came to Jerusalem 
seeking an infant king (Matthew 
2:7) (3,4)  
10 ‘An athlete... does not receive 
the victor’s crown unless he 
competes according to the — ’ (2 
Timothy 2:5) (5)  
11 Pacifist, temperance advocate, 
open-air preacher, leading 20th- 
century Methodist, Donald — (5)  
12 ‘Come quickly to — — , O 

Lord my Saviour’ (Psalm 38:22) (4,2)  
14 ‘The God of Abraham, — — — , the God of our fathers, has glorified his 
servant Jesus’ (Acts 3:13) (5,3,5)  
17 Sear by intense heat (Revelation 16:8) (6) 
19 ‘It is better to take refuge in the Lord than to trust — — ’ (Psalm 118:8) (2,3) 
22 Goods (Nehemiah 13:15) (5)  
23 i.e. train (anag.) (7)  
24 Surrounding area (Luke 24:50) (8)  
25 ‘Righteousness will be his — and faithfulness the sash round his waist’ (Isaiah 
11:5) (4) 
 
Down 
1  Elegant and creative (Exodus 31:4) (8)  
2  ‘Listen, I tell you a mystery: We will not all — , but we will all be changed’ (1 
Corinthians 15:51) (5)  
4  ‘I... delight to see how orderly you are and how firm your — — — is’ 
(Colossians 2:5) (5,2,6)  
5  Enlist (2 Samuel 24:2) (5)  
6  Of the Muslim faith (7)  
7  Sharp intake of breath (Job 11:20) (4)  
8  Woven cloth (Ezekiel 16:13) (6)  
13 Plentiful (Romans 5:17) (8)  
15 CIA char (anag.) (7)  
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16 Paul and Silas stopped him committing suicide after an earthquake in Philippi 
(Acts 16:27–28) (6)  
18 One of the ingredients in the making of incense for the Lord (Exodus 30:34) (5)  
20 Episcopal headwear (5)  
21 Inhabitant of, say, Russia, Ukraine, Poland, Slovakia or Bulgaria (4) 
 
September 2019 Sudoku  

 
 (Solution on page 28) 
 
All in the Month of September 
 
It was: 
 
100 years ago, on 12th Sept 1919 that Adolf Hitler joined the fledgling German 
Worker’s Part, which would later become the Nazi Party. 
 
80 years ago, on 1st Sept 1939 that Germany invaded Poland, beginning World 
War II. 
 
75 years ago, from 17th to 25th Sept 1944 that Operation Market Garden took 
place.  The Allies attempted a massive airborne invasion of German-occupied 
Netherlands but were forced to withdraw.  (The story was told in A Bridge too 
Far.) 
 
70 years ago, on 30th Sept 1949 that the Berlin Airlift ended after 14 months and 
over 270,000 flights. 
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65 years ago, on 29th Sep 1954 that CERN (the European Organization for Nuclear 
Research) was established in Geneva Switzerland. 
 
40 years ago, on 29th Sept 1979 that Pope John Paul II became the first pope to 
visit Ireland. 
 
15 years ago, from 1st to 3rd Sept, that the Beslan school hostage crisis took place 
in Russia.  Armed terrorists took more than 1,100 children and adults hostage.  
Russian security forces ended the crisis on the third day, entering the school with 
tanks and heavy weapons.  More than 300 hostages were killed, including 186 
children, and hundreds more were injured. 
 
Also 15 years ago, on 30th Sept 2004 that the Iraq Survey Group released its final 
report (the Duelfer Report) on Iraq’s purported weapons of mass destruction 
programme, following the 2003 invasion of Iraq.  It concluded that Iraq had not had 
any weapons of mass destruction since 1991. 
 
10 years ago, on 14th Sept 2009 that Keith Floyd, the British celebrity cook, 
television presenter, restauranteur and writer, died. 
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Some Useful Numbers 
 
Holsworthy Benefice Priest-in-Charge:  
Mother Elizabeth Burke, The Rectory, Bodmin Street, Holsworthy, EX22 6BH 
elizabethmaburke*icloud.com  01409 255490 or 07990 978485  
 
Primary School   253700 
Holsworthy Community  College   253430 
Library   253514 
Health Centre   253692 
Sports Hall   254013 
Holsworthy Visitor Centre   254185 
Brownies (M Galjardt)   254727 
Guides (Jane Crocombe)   211319 
Scouts (Cathy Withall)   254803 
Town Clerk            253312   
Memorial Hall   255450 
Holsworthy Play Group (Dawn Bewes)   253825       
Holsworthy Hospital   253424 
Boots the Chemist   255295 
Lloyds Pharmacy   253461 
Stagecoach South West    01392 42 77 11 
National Rail Enquiries    03457 48 49 50 
Revd. Richard Freeman (Bradworthy Benefice)  01409 241315 
CAB (Citizen’s Advice Bureau)  02444 111 444  
(Weekdays 9.30 am – 4.00 pm) 
Samaritans  116 123 
 
 
 
  

A Year of Rural Worship: God in Farm, Field and Village 
 

A Devon Rural Churches Workshop – with the Diocese of Exeter 
Worship, Prayer and Spirituality Group, Growing the Rural 

Church Project and the Farming Community Network. 
Saturday October 12th 2019 

9.30am to 1pm followed by a shared lunch at the 
Teign Valley Community Hall, Christow. 

Book by September 14th: No cost but for planning purposes 
please email Rev Penny Dobbin   penelopedobbin*outlook.com 
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