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Church Contacts 
 

Priest-in-Charge: Mother Elizabeth Burke 
The Rectory, Bodmin Street, Holsworthy, EX22 6BH 
01409 255490 or 07990 978485   
 
Reader:   Mrs Mary Aicheler  01409 259271  
 
St. Peter & St. Paul, Holsworthy:  
Church Wardens:  
Mrs Helen Young  01409 259345   
Mr Robert Beckford  01409 254804    
Bell Captain:  Mr Ralph Chapman  01409 253040 
 
St. Bridget, Bridgerule:  
Churchwardens:  
Mr T. Bowden  01288 381247 
Mr P. Harris     01288 381329 
 
St. Petroc, Hollacombe:  
Churchwardens:  
Mr John Granger 01409 254811 
Mrs Teresa Davy 01409 281235  
 
St. Swithun, Pyworthy:  
Churchwardens: 
Richard Thompson  01409 254314    
Liffy Lowes             01409 254423    
 
St. Pancras, Pancrasweek:  
Churchwardens:  
Robert Wright     01409 253300 
Roger Vanstone   01409 240165 
 
Parish Magazine Editorial Team Leader 
Mary Beckford  01409 254804   
 
Webmaster 
Bob Beckford   01409 254804    

 
Holsworthy & Pyworthy Churches are usually open every day. 

Come in and sit for a while and spend time with God. 
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If you have anything you would like to be considered for publication in our 
magazine please give it to the editor by the 20th of the preceding month.  
It can be sent by email or hand written.  Our printer in Bude can usually 
reproduce photographs to a reasonable standard.  If you want any hard 
copy or pictures returned please ensure your name and address is on the 
back. 
 
This magazine is produced for the churches of St. Peter and St. Paul Holsworthy; St. 
Bridget’s, Bridgerule; St. Petroc, Hollacombe; St. Swithun, Pyworthy; St. Pancras, 
Pancrasweek; and is the only publication promoting the views and vision of the benefice. 
 
The contents of this magazine do not necessarily reflect the views of the individual PCC’s 
but are those of individual contributors. 
 

 

Mission Community Prayer 
 
Lord of the Church, hear our prayer for the Holsworthy Mission Community: 
Set our hearts on fire with love for you.  Claim our worship and wealth, our 
abilities and our time, that we be worthy stewards of all that you have given.  
Save us from complacency and fear of new ways; inspire us with vision; make 
us a power-house of prayer, a community of loving service, and faithful 
witnesses to your kingdom as we grow daily in and through Jesus Christ, our 
Lord.  Amen 
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Not from the rectory 
 
This month as your Reader I have been asked to write the reflection. I know the 
world has moved on but as Christians we are still in the Easter season and May 
brings the two culminating festivals of the season. First the festival that I often feel 
is the forgotten festival of the church.  One I remember from childhood as at our 
church school on this day we arrived as normal then walked to the nearby church 
for a service before having the rest of the day off. Mum usually met us and we went 
into town on the bus some 7 miles. Looked round the shops, had a fish and chip 
lunch and then time in the park before getting the bus home. So what is this festival 
forgotten by many but one that is important It is the Ascension of Christ to his 
Father.  
 
Being a Thursday is possibly the reason it is often passed over, that is not good for 
it is the day of Christ’s Ascension to be with his Father the last time that he was 
seen on earth by his disciples. The day they are told to go and wait in Jerusalem till 
they receive power from on high. That brings us to the other and greater festival 
the birthday of the church Pentecost or as it used to be knows Whitsun (White 
Sunday) The great festival when we remember the coming of God’s Holy Spirit the 
rushing wind and tongues of fire but more importantly God’s power enabling the 
disciples to go out and tell others God’s message of Forgiveness and Love. Power 
that is still available for his church we have but to ask and wait and pray. During the 
10 days between these festivals out Archbishops have asked us to join with all our 
fellow Christians to really take to heart that message and pray the words of the 
Lord’s Prayer THY KINGDOM COME Pray for the mission of the church both in a 
local context and in a world wide context.  
 
We are given help to do this either at; 
https://www.thykingdomcome.global/prayerresources 
Or locally on the diocesan web site;  
exeter.anglican.org/christian-faith/tkc  
 
During these festivals it is good to remember all those 
Christians that have gone before us and who we are 
thankful to for bring us the faith. Let us be prepared to pass that faith on to our 
own and the next generation that God’s church might grow and flourish.  
 
In the meantime as member of God’s church here in the Holsworthy beneficence 
may I wish you happy Birthday 2018 or there about that is a lot of birthdays and 
shows the strength of Christians through the ages and across the world.  
 

Mary Aicheler   
Ed. There are some free resources available at the back of church 
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News from the Churches in our Benefice 
 
St. Peter and St. Paul, Holsworthy  
 
Annual Meeting 
 
At the annual parish general meeting, which was held on 
March 26th the following were elected. 
 
Ex Officio Members of PCC:   R Beckford, H Young 
(Churchwardens) Y Lowe (Deanery Synod Representative) 
and Mthr Elizabeth Burke 
 
The PCC members consist: 
Mary Osbourn (vice chairperson), Mary Beckford (secretary), Helen Narborough 
(treasurer), Sue Bumby, Leslie Hobbs, John Powers, and Ray Colingbourn (who 
also agreed to be a Deputy Churchwarden) 
 
Other Officers are as follows: 
Safeguarding Representatives, Helen Young and Sue Bumby 
Health and Safety Officer – Bob Beckford 
Electoral Roll Officer – Mary Beckford 
 
Lay team at Holsworthy 
 
If you were at Morning Prayer service on April 22nd you will of course already 
know that members of our congregation are helping to lead or assist with these 
services.  
 
Within the Benefice ten members of various churches have attended training 
courses and will be taking a turn to lead Morning Prayer or provide an item of 
reflection during the service at the church they would normally wordship at.  So far 
at Holsworthy church, the following have undertaken the training, Helen Young 
and Bob Beckford, who as churchwardens are expected to be capable of leading 
non-eucharist services in the absence of the priest and we also have Roger Young 
and Sue Bumby. 
 
Servers and chalice. 
Whilst Yvonne was recently indisposed you may have noticed that we had a new 
server, Mary Beckford.  Mary was a server for many years at her previous church 
in Cheltenham where she also assisted with the chalice at communion.   
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Holsworthy St Georges Day Parade 2018 
 
The flags were out and the sun 
shone (a bit) - Holsworthy’s St 
Georges Day Parade was revived 
this year. 
 
Mthr Elizabeth, accompanied by 
the Mayor, Jon Hutchings and 
Councillor Barry Parsons 
led a very smartly turned out 
group of uniformed organisations 
through the town to the church. 
 
After a short celebration service 
there were activities in church 
including the building of a castle 
and a fiery dragon.  Both are on 
view in church. 
 
Thank you to everyone who 
made this such a successful event. 

 

 
 
 
 
 

All photos by John Powers 
 
The Saint George's Cross, also called Cross of Saint George, is a red cross on a 
white background, which from the Late Middle Ages became associated with Saint 
George, the military saint, often depicted as a crusader. 
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St. Petroc, Hollacombe  
by Margaret Stacey  
 
Rev Elizabeth Burke led the full church for The 
Sankey Style Evening on Sunday 15th April. 
People came from far and wide including the five 
parishes of the benefice and from over the 
Tamar and Lewannick. The singing was superb 
and was helped by the professional strings of Mr Bob Beckford. 
The Ladies of the church served refreshments afterwards and a good social time 
was enjoyed by all. 
Many thanks to everyone who supported us for this event. 
 
On Easter Day we had a service of Holy Communion celebrated by Rev Stuart 
Wilson and on Sunday 15th April we welcomed Rev Tim Newcombe from 
Okehampton for his first visit to Hollacombe for Holy Communion. 
Services for May 
Sunday 6th May   3pm Evensong (Rev Elizabeth) 
Sunday 20th May   9.30am  Holy Communion (Rev Stuart Wilson) 
 
Advance Notice - SUNDAY 3rd JUNE  3pm Patronal Evensong followed by Cream 
Tea. 
    
 
St. Swithun, Pyworthy   
 
Easter at St Swithun with Alleluias at the altar, Easter garden and a beautiful Easter cross. 
Phots by Mary Aicheler 
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A Message from Jenny Reynolds – 
Ambassador for Send a Cow 
 
 

I am the local ambassador for the charity Send a Cow and am organising the 
opening of a wonderful garden at Northlew Manor in aid of Send a Cow. The 
garden will be open on July 1st. from 2 to 5 p.m. and we would be very grateful if 
you could please help us publicise the event by mentioning it in your magazine 
and/or your website. 
 
It is 30 years since a group of Christian farmers from the West Country sat down 
in a Lapford farmhouse kitchen to discuss the idea of sending in calf heifers from 
their herds to Africa. Since then the charity has grown and developed in many 
ways. We work in 7 countries in Africa and are now regarded as one of the leaders 
in the field of sustainable development teaching small farmers to make the best out 
of their land and meagre possessions. We have helped well over a million people 
work their way out of poverty and now we want to help another million. 
I hope you will not mind me asking but the churches in Devon and Cornwall have 
always been very supportive and we hope you will be able to help us with this 
event. 
 
Jenny Reynolds 
Ambassador for Send a Cow 
Ed. Jenny Reynolds contacted us via our website – we hope to have more news for you 
next month. 
 
 
 

 

Holsworthy Methodist Church 
Thursday Group 
Programme 2018 

 
May 10th “Visiting New Zealand” – Sylvia Simmonds 

May 24th “The Hat Shop” – Kerry Seymour-Smith 
June 7th AGM/”Travels Abroad” – Hilary Vivian 

 
All meetings at 7.30pm unless stated otherwise 

For further information please contact Doreen Buckingham (Tel 253462) 
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General News from the Parish Pump 
Make financial education compulsory in primary schools 
So says the Archbishop of Canterbury's ‘Just Finance Foundation’.  
 
In a recent statement, it said: ‘Primary school pupils should receive compulsory 
lessons on how to manage money as part of the response to growing levels of 
financial insecurity and problem debt in the UK.’  
Learning where money comes from, when to spend and how to save is vital to 
children’s ability to navigate adult life and should be a mandatory part of personal, 
social, health, and economic education (PSHE) in primary schools, the Foundation 
says in a document published today. 
 
In a written submission to a Department for Education consultation, the 
Foundation highlights figures that show 40% of UK adults have less than £100 in 
savings and that struggling to manage money is becoming a mainstream issue. 
 
“Financial distress is on the rise in the UK. A recent report by the Financial 
Conduct Authority found that 50% of UK consumers show one or more 
characteristics of financial vulnerability and the Money Advice Service estimate that 
one in six individuals in the UK are over-indebted,” the Foundation notes. 
 
“Uncertain incomes, the impact of lifelong indebtedness, and high housing costs are 
compounding to make financial capability an issue of pressing importance for 
younger generations.” 
 
The call came as the Foundation published an interim report on the impact of its 
LifeSavers programme of financial education in 30 primary schools across the 
North East, Nottinghamshire, South East London and West Yorkshire. 
 
The research shows that 70% of schools running the programme say financial 
education for primary school pupils should be compulsory. 
 
Rowena Young, Executive Director of the Just Finance Foundation, said: ‘Children 
growing up today face the most challenging and complex financial landscape of a 
generation. Education should reflect the times and there is a growing consensus 
that managing money should now form an essential part of setting children up for 
life.’ 
 
LifeSavers was designed to address a gap and is practically demonstrating how 
schools can weave financial education throughout the teaching and life of the 
school in a way they can sustain. The study showed that 90% of participating 
schools agreed LifeSavers had improved the quality of financial education. 
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The Archbishop of Canterbury, Justin Welby, said: ‘Research has shown that habits 
and attitudes to money are already being formed at the age of seven. LifeSavers 
helps primary schools and teachers embed financial education in ways that best 
meet the needs of pupils and local communities. The programme combines down-
to-earth, practical experience and helping children explore what it means to be 
wise, generous, just and thankful with money.’ 
 
Ed. For more information about LifeSavers see https://lifesavers.co.uk/about/ 
 
Church bells will still ring out 
Planning policy is finally coming to the aid of church bells. No longer will people 
who move into areas with ‘noisy’ church bells be able to complain and have them 
shut down. 

As the Secretary of State for Housing, Sajid Javid, recently said, ‘Churches have 
been part of British life in towns and villages for centuries. Their bells should not 
be silenced by new housing going up, which is why planning policy will be 
strengthened to ensure it will be up to developers building new properties nearby 
to identify and tackle noise problems.’ 

And so it is that under the new guidance, it will be up to developers to soundproof 
the homes they build near churches with bells, music venues, and community and 
sports clubs.  

The Church of England has welcomed the decision, pointing out that bell-ringing 
has been part of Christian worship for more than 1000 years. 

Remembrance100 
This year, we all have the chance to mark the centenary of the end of 
World War 1.  

On Sunday, 11th November 2018, people around the country will observe 
Remembrance Sunday and Armistice Day. As well as reflecting on loss, this year 
also gives us the chance to look forward as we mark the end of World War 1 and 
pray for peace.  

Remembrance100 has been set up by HOPE, in partnership with a cross section of 
Christian denominations and ministries, to help churches bring communities 
together to mark the centenary of the end of World War 1. There are many ways 
in which communities, churches or schools can get involved.  

Here are a few key dates for your diary.  
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4th August: On 4th August 1918 King George V met to pray with members of the 
Houses of Parliament. One hundred days later, the war ended. This year, 4th 
August 2018 will be the first day of 100 days of prayer across the country, running 
until Armistice Day in November. Every day there will be prayers and each 
weekend will include ideas for peace-makers.  

21st/22nd September: there will be an event for peace in London’s Trafalgar Square 
linked to the United Nations International Day of Peace. 

5th-9th November: schools will mark a week of peace before the Remembrance 
weekend. 

11th November: there will be Remembrance Services around the country. Many 
will be followed by Peace Parties. 

December: Peace Awards will be presented  

As details become available, the resources will be 
here: www.remembrance100.co.uk.  

There will be:  
• A pocket-sized booklet to give to all those attending Remembrance events, 
including a special prayer written by the Archbishop of Canterbury 
• A book and social media campaign with 100 prayers for peace and actions for 
peace-makers 
• A guide on how to hold a peace party for your community 
• Ideas on holding a local Peace Awards ceremony linked with the Peace Alliance, 
which is run by Rev Nims Bunge MBE, Deputy Lieutenant for Greater London. 
• A short video from Bible Society based on Revelation 21:3-4 and verses about 
peace, to show at your Remembrance Day event 
• Ways in which young people can get involved. 

Lots of organisations and denominations are working together to provide 
resources for local churches and communities. These include HOPE, the Church of 
England, the Methodist Church, the United Reformed Church, Christian Vision for 
Men, the Bible Society, Scripture Union, SGM Lifewords, Tearfund, World Prayer 
Centre, the Armed Forces Christian Union, the Armed Forces Chaplains, and 
others. 

Ed.  Special Remembrance 100 events are being planned for Holsworthy and as soon as 
we receive the information we will put it in our magazine and on our website. 
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Happy teenagers 
This may sound unlikely, but the happiest teenagers are those who spend just 
under an hour a day on social and other digital media. 

A recent survey of more than a million children aged 13 to 18 found that their 
unhappiness began to increase after they had spent more than an hour looking at 
screens. Those children who spent more time on sports or with friends, were 
most content. 

Researchers at San Diego State University believe it was the screen time that drove 
the unhappiness, rather than vice versa. However, the researchers do not 
recommend no digital media, just that it is kept in balance, and not allowed to take 
over a young person’s life. ‘Try to increase the… time you spend seeing friends 
face to face…’ one researcher urged. 

Use it or lose it 
If you are retired, or about to retire, beware: brain function declines rapidly as 
soon as people stop work and decide to put their feet up.  

Recent research that tracked 3,400 retired civil servants found that short-term 
memory declined nearly 40 per cent faster once employees become pensioners. It 
seems that when you stop being regularly stimulated to think, your cognitive 
function slows down, and your memory loss and risk of dementia speed up.  

And so, experts at University College London and King’s College London advise 
older people to keep physically and mentally active, and to make sure they also 
interact with people on a regular basis. 

Godparents – a real role to play 
To be asked to become a godparent is a real honour. Ideally, it should go on to 
become a lifelong commitment that turns into a deep and loving relationship 
between godparent and child. Sadly, too often it wanes into a duty to be met by 
Christmas presents and birthday cheques. 

A godparent is a member of the family ‘once removed’, and in an ideal position to 
enjoy the company of the young person without any parental responsibility. 
Godparents can share their life experiences, hobbies and past-times with the 
youngster, and thus greatly enrich their childhood.  

These days many godparents are chosen with the idea of guardianship in mind, in 
case anything ever happen to the parents. But the practise of appointing godparents 
goes back many hundreds of years. 
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Godparents were originally known as sponsors, from the Latin word spondere, 
meaning ‘to promise’. In pagan times a sponsor had to be known to the bishop 
when a person was introduced into the church. Godparents have the job of 
speaking up for the child. They must themselves have been baptised, though not 
necessarily confirmed.  

Canon Law advises that ‘for every child there are no fewer than three godparents’  

Often parents choose two people from the same sex as the baby, and one other 
male/female. They can be friends or even members of the family. 

Why children find pencils difficult 
Here is an unexpected problem: children are struggling to use pencils these days, 
because the excessive use of touchscreen phones is damaging their dexterity. 

Now paediatric doctors, handwriting experts and orthopaedic therapists are 
warning that although kids may swipe a screen, they no longer have the hand 
strength and agility to learn to write correctly when they start school.   
It seems that the traditional skills of writing, drawing, painting, and cutting-out 
boost fine motor skills and co-ordination. 

But now ‘children coming into school are being given a pencil but are increasingly 
not able to hold it, because they do not have the movement skills,’ says a 
paediatrician from the NHS. ‘They need to manipulate playdough, hold scissors, 
scribble with pencils, and so develop muscles in their shoulder, elbow and wrists.’ 

 
Holsworthy Rocks! 
Have you heard about Holsworthy Rocks? It’s on Facebook and everyone’s doing it! 

These two have been spotted in the churchyard. 
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Holsworthy Benefice Service Chart  May 2018 
 
This chart was correct at the time we went to press.  Please check on the back of 
your weekly service sheet for any last-minute changes or take a look at the 
website.  www.holsworthybenefice.org.uk 
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Do You Enjoy Singing? 
 

Then come and join the choir at St 
Peter and St Paul Holsworthy 

 
If you are interested please contact 
Margaret Stacey and discuss with 
her what you may be able to do. 

 
Mobile: 07971930294 

 
 

Whether it is every Sunday or just 
special occasions, you would be very 

welcome. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

A R T H U R   W.  B R Y A N T
F U N E R A L  S E R V I C E

BUDE
01288 352282 

PRE PAYMENT FUNERAL 
PLANS

MEMO RIAL 
MASONRY

INDEPENDENT FAMILY 
FUNERAL SERVIC E

OUR FAMILY C ARING FO R YOUR 
FAMILY FO R OVER 50 YEARS

C AMELFO RD
0184 0 214891

HOLSWO RTHY
014 09 253000

W /  AW B RYA N T. C O. U K
E /  C A R I N G @ AW B RYA N T. C O. U K

ALF  

BLACKMAN 

Builder 

also Carpentry, 
Plumbing, Decorating & 

General Repairs 

 

Tel: 01409 253158 

Mob: 07774 672695 

Clare Hunter Therapy
Do you suffer with

Back Pain Painful Joints
Mobility Issues Stress
Stiff Neck/ Shoulder Poor Sleep
Stress Headaches

Or would you simply like to feel
WELL?

I provide highly effective, gentle
Bowen Therapy to help your body

feel better and reduce pain.

Call me today on 07977511217
or 01409 220100

www.clarehuntertherapy.co.uk

Book 3 treatments & the 4th is free
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May 2018 - Letter from St. James 
the Least of All   
	
Happily,	the	Church	of	England	still	retains	some	
singular	parish	clergy.		Take	the	parish	of	St.	James-
the-Least	in	the	county	of	C.......		for	example.		Here	
the	elderly	Anglo-Catholic	vicar,	Eustace,	continues	
his	correspondence	to	Darren,	his	nephew,	a	low-
church	curate	recently	ordained…		  

 

On church towers, rock cakes, scaffolding and the 
merits of confirming bats 

The Rectory 
St. James the Least 

My dear Nephew Darren 
 
We are finally about to start repairing our medieval 
church tower. Would that we still paid medieval prices 
for having it done; there would be a degree of 
satisfaction in giving the builders a hogshead of ale 
and 10 sheep once the work was completed. I would even 
be prepared to throw in an Indulgence, sparing them 100 
days in purgatory (the architect probably claiming 15% 
of them for himself). 
 
After several endless jumble sales, coffee mornings – 
where we were obliged to eat Mrs Jarvis’s rock cakes 
(many of us would have been happier to make a 
substantial donation to the fund provided we didn’t have 
to eat them) – sponsored events (Mr Peat has yet to 
return, five years late, from his sponsored cycle ride 
across the Sahara – but fortunately, we had his sponsor 
money collected before he departed) and a substantial 
loan from the bank that makes the National Debt seem 
trivial (and has the same probability of being repaid), 
we are now able to begin. The only sponsored event I 
regretted not having was paying to have Lady Trotter 
remain silent for a month. Even sponsoring her to keep 
quiet for half an hour would have been pleasant. 
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We received a substantial donation from a local 
manufacturer. It was suggested that as a sign of 
appreciation we advertise their products from the top of 
the tower – until it was gently pointed out that they 
produce nuclear warheads. I would have had no objection; 
knowing that council members possessed tactical nuclear 
weapons would make discussion at meetings rather 
brisker. 
 
Scaffolding has now been erected around the tower, with 
the first 20 feet covered in sheet metal in order to 
stop the Young Farmers, after refreshing themselves at 
their Tuesday meetings in the pub, from trying to see 
who could be the first to reach the top. Personally, I 
suspect it is to stop the more athletic members of the 
Ladies’ Guild from attempting the same feat. 80-year-
olds these days can have fearsome energy and 
determination. 
 
Fulfilling current safety regulations, there is now a 
security cordon around the tower of approximately 10 
square miles. “Lest at any time thou dash thy foot 
against a stone”? These days, a dashed foot would 
involve court proceedings and damages of several million 
pounds. 
 
Inside the church, the organ has had to be covered in 
polythene sheeting in order to protect it. Parish 
relations were somewhat strained last week when our 
deputy organist, Mrs Ffrench, while playing for 
Evensong, overheard me refer to the large bag on the 
organ and got quite the wrong impression. 
 
The greatest inconvenience will be caused to our 
population of bats, but if it dissuades them from flying 
into church so much the better. The only other 
possibility is to get them all confirmed; we will then 
never see them inside church again. 
 
Your loving uncle, 

Eustace 
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Some High Days and Holy Days in May 
 
6th May Rogation Sunday (Sunday before Ascension) 

Rogation means an asking of God - for blessing on the seed and land for the year 
ahead. It is appropriate in any emergency, war, plague, drought or foul weather. 
 
The practice began with the Romans, who invoked the help of the gods Terminus 
and Ambarvalia. In those days a crowd moved in procession around the cornfields, 
singing and dancing, sacrificing animals, and driving away Winter with sticks. They 
wanted to rid the cornfields of evil. 
 
About 465 the Western world was suffering from earthquake, storm and epidemic. 
So Mamertius, Bishop of Vienne, aware of the popular pagan custom, ordered that 
prayers should be said in the ruined or neglected fields on the days leading up to 
Ascension. With his decision, ‘beating the bounds’ became a Christian ceremonial. 
 
Rogation-tide arrived in England early in the eighth century, and became a fixed and 
perennial asking for help of the Christian God. On Rogation-tide, a little party 
would set out to trace the boundaries of the parish. At the head marched the 
bishop or the priest, with a minor official bearing a Cross, and after them the 
people of the parish, with schoolboys and their master trailing along. Most of them 
held slender wands of willow.   
 
At certain points along the route - at well-known landmarks like a bridge or stile or 
ancient tree, the Cross halted, the party gathered about the priest, and a litany or 
rogation is said, imploring God to send seasonable wealth, keep the corn and roots 
and boughs in good health, and bring them to an ample harvest. At one point beer 
and cheese would be waiting.   
 
In the days when maps were neither common nor accurate, there was much to be 
said for ‘beating the bounds’ - still very common as late as the reign of Queen 
Victoria. Certainly parish boundaries rarely came into dispute, for everyone knew 
them. (Do you know yours today?) 

10th May Ascension Day - 40 Days with the Risen Christ 

40 days after Easter comes Ascension Day. These are the 40 days during which the 
Risen Christ appeared again and again to His disciples, following His death and 
resurrection. (Matthew 28; Mark 16; Luke 24; and John 20.) 
 
The Gospels give us little of Christ’s teachings and deeds during those 40 days. 
Jesus was seen by numerous of His disciples: on the road to Emmaus, by the Sea of 
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Galilee, in houses, etc. He strengthened and encouraged His disciples, and at last 
opened their eyes to all that the Scriptures had promised about the Messiah. Jesus 
also told them that as the Father had sent Him, He was now going to send them - 
to all corners of the earth, as His witnesses. 
 
Surely the most tender, moving ‘farewell’ in history took place on Ascension Day. 
Luke records the story with great poignancy: “When Jesus had led them out to the 
vicinity of Bethany, He lifted up His hands - and blessed them.”   
 
As Christmas began the story of Jesus’ life on earth, so Ascension Day completes 
it, with His return to His Father in heaven. Jesus’ last act on earth was to bless His 
disciples. He and they had a bond as close as could be: they had just lived through 
three tumultuous years of public ministry and miracles – persecution and death – 
and resurrection! Just as we part from our nearest and dearest by still looking at 
them with love and memories in our eyes, so exactly did Jesus: ‘While He was 
blessing them, He left them and was taken up into heaven.’ (Luke 24:50-1) He was 
not forsaking them, but merely going on ahead to a kingdom which would also be 
theirs one day: ‘I am ascending to my Father and to your Father, to my God and 
your God...’ (John 20:17) 
 
The disciples were surely the most favoured folk in history. Imagine being one of 
the last few people on earth to be face to face with Jesus, and have Him look on 
you with love. No wonder then that Luke goes on: ‘they worshipped Him - and 
returned to Jerusalem with great joy. And they stayed continually at the temple, 
praising God.’ (Luke 24:52,53) 
 
No wonder they praised God! They knew they would see Jesus again one day! ‘I 
am going to prepare a place for you... I will come back and take you to be with me 
that you also may be where I am.’ (John 14:2,3) In the meantime, Jesus had work 
for them to do: to take the Gospel to every nation on earth. 

19th May: Dunstan - the abbot who restored monastic life in England 

Dunstan (909-988 AD) stands out as an example of what just one person can 
achieve when they follow the call of God on their life.   
 
Dunstan was born near Glastonbury, of a noble family with royal connections and 
church connections; his uncle was Archbishop of Canterbury. But in 935, at the age 
of 26, he was accused of ‘studying the vain poems of the pagans’ – and expelled 
from court. He nearly married, but instead made private monastic vows and was 
ordained a priest by Elphege, bishop of Winchester. Dunstan felt God’s call on his 
life and responded. That decision was to shape English history. 
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Not at first, however. For Dunstan began his priestly life by simply returning to 
Glastonbury and living as a hermit. He painted, embroidered and did metalwork. 
But when in 939 Edmund became king of Wessex, he recalled Dunstan and made 
him abbot of Glastonbury. The monastic life of the country was all but dead: the 
Danish invasions and the hostility of local magnates had seen to that. Dunstan set 
out to change all this, and went on to restore monastic life in England, under the 
Rule of St Benedict.  
 
Down the years, Dunstan saw kings come and go: Edmund, Edred, Edgar, Edward. 
Under King Edgar Dunstan was made bishop of Worcester in 957, bishop of 
London in 959, and Archbishop of Canterbury in 960. Thus was born a fruitful 
collaboration between King and Archbishop which was to reform the Church in 
England. Monastic orders began to thrive once more. After the Conquest, the days 
of Dunstan would be looked back on as the ‘golden age’. 
 
Dunstan was zealous for the faith. He taught, prayed, fasted, repaired churches, 
acted as judge, inspired national laws of the land, made sure taxes were paid, and 
encouraged his monks in their manuscripts and prayers. He remained active right 
to the end of his life: he preached three times on Ascension Day 988, and died two 
days later, on 19 May, aged nearly 80.   
 
They wrote of him: he was without doubt “chief of all the saints who rest at Christ 
Church’ (Canterbury). It has been well said that the 10th century gave shape to 
English history, and Dunstan gave shape to the 10th century.   

20th May Pentecost in Jerusalem 

On that long ago first morning of Pentecost, Jerusalem was crowded with 
thousands of visitors, for it was one of the most popular feast-days in the Jewish 
calendar – the Feast of Firstfruits, looking forward to the wheat harvest. 
 
In one small room of that great city, a small group of people who had followed 
Jesus were praying. There was nothing else for them to do: Jesus had died, He had 
risen, and He had ascended, promising to send them ‘a Comforter’. They were left 
alone, to wait at Jerusalem. And so they waited – on Him, and for Him. They were 
not disappointed: for that morning the Holy Spirit fell upon that small room, and 
transformed those believers into the Church, Christ’s body here on earth. 
Pentecost was not the first time that the Holy Spirit came to the world – 
throughout the Old Testament there are stories telling of how God had guided 
people and given them strength. But now His Spirit would use a new instrument: 
not just isolated prophets, but the Church, His body on earth. 
 
Acts opens with the preaching of the gospel in Jerusalem, the centre of the Jewish 
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nation. Within 30 years the Gospel had spread throughout the northern 
Mediterranean: Syria, Turkey, Greece, Malta... to the very heart of the Roman 
Empire: Rome. The Church was on the move – God was on the move! He was 
calling people from every nation to repent, turn to Jesus for forgiveness of their 
sins, and to follow Him. 

All in the Month of May  
 
It was: 

400 years ago, on 23rd May 1618, that the Thirty Years’ War (Central Europe, 
mainly present-day Germany) began. One of the longest and most destructive 
conflicts in European history. Millions of people were killed. Finally ended on 15th 
May 1648. 

200 years ago, on 4th May 1818 that Britain and the Netherlands signed a treaty on 
the prevention of the slave trade. 

Also 200 years ago, on 5th May 1818 that Karl Marx, influential German 
revolutionary socialist, sociologies, economist, philosopher and journalist, was 
born. Best known for his pamphlet The Communist Manifesto and his book The 
Capital. 

150 years ago, on 26th May 1868 that the last public execution in England took 
place. Irish nationalist Michael Barrett was hanged at Newgate for his role in the 
Clerkenwell explosion in London in December 1867, in which 12 people were 
killed. 

75 years ago, on 16th & 17th May 1943 that the Dambusters Raid took place. 
Britain’s RAF launched Operation Chastise, deploying bouncing bombs to bypass 
anti-torpedo nets and breach dams, causing catastrophic flooding in Germany’s 
Ruhr Valley. 

70 years ago, on 14th May 1948 that Israel was declared an independent state as 
the British mandate in Palestine came to an end. (Several Arab states invaded Israel 
the following day.) 

50 years ago, on 8th May 1968 that British gangsters the Kray twins were arrested 
for murder. They were convicted in 1969 and sentenced to life imprisonment. 

20 years ago, on 23rd May 1998, that in a referendum, the people of Northern 
Ireland voted to accept the Good Friday Agreement. 75% were in favour of a 
Northern Ireland Assembly. 
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10 years ago, on 25th May 2008 that NASA’s Phoenix robotic lander spacecraft 
landed on Mars. It searched for environments suitable for microbial life and studied 
the history of water on Mars. 

The Breath of Fresh Air 
Support Group 

 
The Breath of Fresh Air support 
group is for people with 
Respiratory conditions, we are 
affiliated to the British Lung 
Foundation, 
and run by Wendy Millar, for 
further details please phone her 
on 01409 254085. 
 
We meet on the third Wednesday 
of the month at 2pm, usually at 
Chilsworthy Village Hall. We have 
a varied and interesting 
programme of speakers and 
enjoy tea and biscuits for a 
voluntary donation of £1. 
 
 
Wed May 16th 2pm at 
Chilsworthy Village Hall- a talk on 
Long Term Oxygen therapy by 
Lesley Parsons, Oxygen 
Assessment Nurse at NDDH. 
 
Wed June 20th 2pm at 
Chilsworthy Village Hall- a talk by 
John Green, Community 
Pharmacist employed by 
Holsworthy Medical Centre. 
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 God in the Arts    
 
Editor:  For 2018, the Rev Michael Burgess is going to explore symbols of the Christian 
faith as found in works of art. 
 
‘He gave us eyes to see them’ -  Tiepolo’s Trinity altarpiece 
 
On Sunday 27th May we shall be 
praising God as the Holy Trinity: three 
in one and one in three. Preachers will 
be pointing perhaps to the tree with its 
root, trunk and branches or to a 
human being with will, heart and mind. 
Or to symbols of the Trinity with the 
triangle or three interwoven circles. 
They are all images inviting us to 
ponder our world and be led from 
here to God: words and signs that take 
us into the mystery of God’s glory and 
being. 
 
That was the experience of an early 
pope, St Clement, when he was at 
prayer. He was granted a vision of the 
Trinity which is the theme of this 
sketch of 1735 by Tiepolo – a painting for an altarpiece commissioned by the 
Archbishop of Cologne. In true Italian rococo style, it is full of vitality and life and 
colour. But at heart it is the scene of one man kneeling in prayer. He holds no signs 
of his papal authority for the cherub has charge of his three-barred crozier. It is a 
moment in worship: by the cherub, the incense is burning on a step. And above the 
steps, to St Clement’s amazement, the altar has burst into life. We see the risen 
Christ holding His cross, the dove hovering and ready to alight, and above, God the 
Father, leaning down to the saint. Clouds and angels surround the scene like the 
shekinah, the glory of God that shone out in the Temple and on the mount of 
Transfiguration. 
 
The vision brings to life the signs of the Trinity we see in churches on altar frontals 
and in stained glass. It calls us with St Clement not just to ponder, but to offer to 
God the Holy Trinity our wills in service and our hearts in love. The well-known 
prayer of St Richard of Chichester expresses those three hopes: to know God 
more clearly, to love Him more dearly and to follow Him more nearly, not only on 
Trinity Sunday but day by day. 
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The Puzzle Pages  May 2018 Crossword  
The solution to this crossword puzzle can be found on page 27 
 

Across 
1  Overpowered 
(Deuteronomy 11:4) (11) 
9  ‘The — are mantled with 
corn’ (Psalm 65:13) (7) 
10 ‘Each man—a sword to his 
side’(Exodus32:27)(5) 
11 On the death of Jesus the 
curtain in the temple was torn 
from— to bottom (Matthew 
27:51) (3) 
13 Stagger(Isaiah 28:7)(4) 
16 ‘Anyone,then,who knows 
the good he ought——and 
doesn’t do it, sins’ (James 4:17) 
(2,2) 
17 Stir up or 
provoke(Acts13:50)(6) 

18 Burden(Luke11:46)(4) 
20 ‘As far as the east is from the—,so far has he removed our transgressions from 
us’ (Psalm 103:12) (4) 
21 Sign(Luke23:38)(6) 
22 ‘After that, Jesus poured water into a basin and began to—his disciples’ feet’ 
(John 13:5) (4) 
23 The nature of the seven ears of corn which swallowed up the good ears in 
Pharaoh’s dream (Genesis 41:23) (4) 
25 Has(anag.)(3) 
28 ‘This is the account of Shem,Ham and Japheth,—sons’ (Genesis 10:1) (5) 
29 ‘I will...make them drunk,so that they...sleep for—and— awake’ (Jeremiah 51:39) 
(4,3) 
30 Paul said of him,‘he often refreshes me and is not ashamed of my chains’ (2 
Timothy 1:16) (11) 
 
Down 
2  Worth (Matthew 13:46) (5) 
3  ‘A bruised — he will not break’ (Matthew 12:20) (4) 
4  ‘Suddenly a great company of the heavenly — appeared with the angel’ (Luke 
2:13) (4) 
5  Slip (anag.) (4) 
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6  ‘Take an awl and push it through his — — into the door, and he will become 
your servant for life’ (Deuteronomy 15:17) (3,4) 
7  Bountiful (2 Corinthians 8:2) (11) 
8  ‘Therefore, as we have — , let us do good to all people’ (Galatians 6:10) (11) 
12 Acquire(2Timothy2:10)(6) 
14 Container cover(Numbers19:15)(3) 
15 ‘He...became obedient to death,even death on——!’ (Philippians 2:8) (1,5) 
19 Refrain(1Peter2:11)(7) 
20 ‘She began to—his feet with her tears’(Luke7:38)(3) 
24 One who worships Brahma,Vishnu or Shiva(5) 
25 ‘Give to everyone who—you’(Luke6:30)(4) 
26 ‘I lift up my eyes to the hills;where does my—come from?’ (Psalm 121:1) (4) 
27 One of those whom the Lord said would be taken from Jerusalem and Judah as 
judgment on them (Isaiah 3:2) (4) 

May 2018 Maze 
Start in the centre and exit at the 
bottom right. 

 

May 2018 Sudoku 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Solution to the April 2018 Sudoku 
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Holsworthy Church 
New Bellringers 

 
Are you interested in ringing 

Holsworthy Church Bells? 
We would love to meet you and 

teach you the skill of ringing. 
 

If you are interested 
please Contact The 

Tower Captain:  
Mr Ralph Chapman   

01409 253040 
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May 2018 Crossword Solution 
ACROSS: 1, Overwhelmed. 9, Valleys. 10, Strap. 11, Top. 13, Reel. 16, To do. 17, 
Incite. 18, Load. 20, West. 21, Notice. 22, Wash. 23, Thin. 25, Ash. 28, Noah’s. 29, 
Ever not. 30, Onesiphorus.  
 
DOWN: 2, Value. 3, Reed. 4, Host. 5, Lisp. 6, Ear lobe. 7, Overflowing. 8, 
Opportunity. 12, Obtain. 14, Lid. 15, A cross. 19, Abstain. 20, Wet. 24, Hindu. 25, 
Asks. 26, Help. 27, Hero. 
 
Some Useful Numbers 
 
Holsworthy Benefice Priest-in-Charge:  
Mother Elizabeth Burke, The Rectory, Bodmin Street, Holsworthy, EX22 
6BH01409 255490 or 07990 978485  
 
Primary School   253700 
Holsworthy Community  College   253430 
Library   253514 
Health Centre   253692 
Sports Hall   254013 
Holsworthy Visitor Centre   254185 
Brownies (M Galjardt)   254727 
Guides (Jane Crocombe)   211319 
Scouts (Cathy Withall)   254803 
Town Clerk            253312   
Memorial Hall   255450 
Holsworthy Play Group (Dawn Bewes)   253825 
Methodist Church               254843 
Holsworthy Hospital   253424 
Boots the Chemist   255295 
Lloyds Pharmacy   253461 
Stagecoach South West    01392 42 77 11 
National Rail Enquiries    03457 48 49 50 
Rev’d Jane Lucas (Ashwater Benefice)  01409 211205 
Rev’d Kathy Roberts (Black Torrington Benefice)  01409 231279 
Rev’d Richard Freeman (Bradworthy Benefice)  01409 241315 
CAB (Citizen’s Advice Bureau)  02444 111 444  
(Weekdays 9.30 am – 4.00 pm) 
Samaritans  116 123 
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Supporting our Advertisers 
The advertisers in this magazine cover the cost of production so that we are able to 
distribute it free of charge.  Whilst pleased to welcome advertisements, the PCC’s of 
the United Churches of the Holsworthy Benefice cannot offer endorsement of any 
specific advertiser or event. 
 
…but if you respond to one of our advertisers please tell them you saw their advert 
in our Parish Magazine. 


