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AROUND THE BENEFICES:  
ASHWATER: Saturday March 3rd Ploughman's Lunch in Halwill Parish 
hall mid-day - 1.30pm. £6.00 a head for two courses and coffee. 
Lent Course Wednesdays March 7th, 14th, 21st, 28th 
By kind invitation of Mrs. Grace Spelman at 26, Beeching Close. 
7.30-9.00pm. Parking is available behind the shops. The Rector will lead the 
sessions which begin with a short DVD presentation. 
March 24th Beaworthy Church Coffee Morning 10.30am - 12 noon 
First cup of coffee and piece of cake or biscuit free. Plenty of cakes to 
purchase. 
25th March 11.00am. Palm Sunday Benefice Service in Clawton Church. 
Procession beginning from the school. Bring and Share lunch. 
Maundy Thursday Agape and Foot Washing at Halwill Church 7pm 
Good Friday Walk of Witness from the Baptist hall 11-30am 
Good Friday Vigil Beaworthy Church 2pm  
Easter Eve Coffee Morning at Halwill Church  10-30am  
Easter Eve Vigil Beaworthy Church and Holy Communion 8pm 
Easter Day Sunrise service at Ashwater Car park 6-30am followed by 
breakfast in the Hall 
Easter Monday April 2nd Tractor Run from Halwill Parish hall 10.00am. 
Look out for posters for further details. 
BLACK TORRINGTON: Friday 2nd March 10.00 am Cake and Coffee, 

Black Torrington Chapel 

Sunday 4th March 6.30 pm Benefice Holy Communion led by The Ven Dr 

Mark Butchers, followed by bring and share supper 

Saturday 10th March 10.00 am Saturday Church at Bradford Village Hall 

Theme:  Mothering Sunday Benefice Celebration.  We have songs, stories, 

prayers, crafts, games, a lending library and good things to eat!  A short 

informal Holy Communion service takes place after Saturday Church at 

about 11.15 am in the committee room.  All are welcome. 

Saturday 17th March 7.30pm St Mary’s, Church, Black Torrington.   

A Medley of Music with The Mini Minstrels, Barnstaple Harmony 4 and the 

Sutcombe Singers.  Free Admission, donations welcome 

Sunday 25th March 1.00 pm Spring Luncheon, Highampton Village Hall in 

aid of Highampton Church Funds.  Tickets from Jackie Ody 01409 231459.  

Adults £10, 5-11 year olds £4, Under 5’s free. 

Saturday 31st March 10.00 am – 12.00 noon Black Torrington Table Top 

Sale, to be held in the Village Hall.  Stalls, Bacon Baps, Raffle, Tea and 

Coffee. In aid of the Benefice Churches 

BRADWORTHY: Tuesday 13th March Bradworthy Coffee Morning and 

Jumble Sale in Church from 10.00am  

Tuesday 27th March Bradworthy Baroque Choir will sing Stainer’s Crucifixion in Bradworthy Church – 7.30pm 

ALL WELCOME            

Maundy Thursday (29th March) A Christian Seder or Passover Meal will be held in Bradworthy Church – a traditional 

Jewish celebration but with the Christian meaning of our Lord’s Last Supper – All Welcome but please contact 

01409 241315 (for Catering)             

BEING  A  
CHURCHWARDEN  
It can be daunting or mystifying to 
contemplate the task of being a 
churchwarden.  This is a brief and 
introductory summary of the task 
of a churchwarden and is written 
primarily for those who are 
thinking of serving as a 
churchwarden of their parish or 
who have been recently elected.     
WHAT IS A 
CHURCHWARDEN ?  
A churchwarden is . . . . . .  
• The Bishop’s officer When the 
archdeacon admits you as a 
churchwarden, they are formally 
appointing you to this office on 
behalf of the Bishop.   The Bishop 
may want to consult with you 
about the parish during the year, 
and you may need to consult with 
him.  If you need to resign in the 
course of the year, it is the Bishop 
you write to!  
• A support for the vicar/rector/ 

priest-in-charge. Clergy look to 

their churchwardens to be 

dependable colleagues and 

(hopefully) supportive friends in 

their shared responsibility for the 

life of the parish. ‘Cooperating 

with the incumbent’ is required of 

wardens (Canon E1*) 

• ‘Foremost in representing the 

laity’ (Canon E1*) (continued 

below) 



HOLSWORTHY: The AGM for Christians Together in Holsworthy 

and District will take place in the Blue Room at Holsworthy Methodist 

Church on Tuesday 20th March at 7.30 pm. For information about the Food 

Bank please visit our website: holsworthyfoodbank.btck.co.uk 

Women’s World Day of Prayer, Friday 2nd March, 2.30 pm, Service 

followed by refreshments at the Methodist Church, Bodmin Street, 

Holsworthy, Everyone welcome 

St Swithun's Church, Pyworthy, Mothering Sunday Lunch Sunday March 

11th in Pyworthy Village Hall, 12.30pm for 1.00pm, 2 Course Roast Lunch, 

Main Course Choice of: Roast Beef, Roast Pork or Vegetarian Alternative, all 

served with all the trimmings.  Cost: £12.50p adults; £6.00p under 12s 

Bookings please, by March 2nd to Carol on 01409 253174 or Liffy on 01409 

254423 

Fridays in Lent: 11am Benefice Communion and 11.30pm no cost Café 

followed by Lent reflection and lunch at SS Peter and Paul, Holsworthy. 

Thursdays in Lent: 7pm Benefice Eucharist and Lent reflection at SS Peter 

and Paul, Holsworthy 

 

 

60 YEARS AS CHURCHWARDEN 

On Sunday 11th February, at a Eucharist Service in his beloved St James’ 
Church, Abbots Bickington, a surprised Charles Bellew celebrated sixty years 
as Churchwarden. Archdeacon Mark preached and read out a letter from 
Bishop Robert congratulating Charles on his great achievement and 
suggesting that it was the perfect occasion for a party. 

The congregation also recognised that behind every good man’s achievement 
there is a good and hard-working woman and Elizabeth was thanked for 
sharing Charles with us over the years. 

Charles and Elizabeth were presented with a Garden Seat for when the 
weather improves and Elizabeth thanked the congregation but added, “When 
will he ever use it, he never sits down!” 

Lay people will often follow the 
example and lead of their 
churchwardens both in the PCC and 

more generally in the parish.  They 
will sometimes come to a 
churchwarden with their concerns 
about the church.  A 
churchwarden’s wisdom and 

common sense are great assets for a 

church. 

• Responsible for some church 

property and for order in church 
services Churchwardens have 
responsibilities concerning the safe 
keeping of certain items of the 
church and often for the 

maintenance of the building, 
though this can be delegated. The 
managing of church services (e.g. 
the sidesmen and the welcoming of 
newcomers) often falls to the 

churchwardens. 

• A ‘caretaker’ during a vacancy 

The Bishop will probably make the 
rural dean and the churchwardens 
caretakers of the parish during a 
vacancy, ‘sequestrators’ in legal 
language. So there will be further 

demands when a parish is between 

vicars.  

So it does take commitment to do 
justice to the task of serving the 

church as a churchwarden.  A 
‘deputy warden’, though not an 
official position, can in practice 
greatly ease the burden of a busy 

churchwarden.                        


