
 1 

The Holsworthy Area  
Parish Magazine 
November 2017 

	

For the Parishes of the United Benefice of 
Holsworthy, Bridgerule, Hollacombe,  

Pyworthy with Pancrasweek 
www.holsworthybenefice.org.uk 

 



 2 

Church Contacts 
	

Priest-in-Charge: Mother Elizabeth Burke 
The Rectory, Bodmin Street, Holsworthy. 
Telephone and email details to follow. 
 
Reader:   Mrs Mary Aicheler  01409 259271  
 
St. Peter & St. Paul, Holsworthy:  
Church Wardens:  
Mrs Helen Young       01409 259345   
Mr Robert Beckford 01409 254804    
Bell Captain:  Mr Ralph Chapman   01409 253040 
 
St. Bridget, Bridgerule:  
Churchwardens:  
Mr T. Bowden  01288 381247 
Mr P. Harris     01288 381329 
 
St. Petroc, Hollacombe:  
Churchwardens:  
Mr John Granger    01409 254811 
Mrs Teresa Davey  01409 281235  
 
St. Swithun, Pyworthy:  
Churchwardens: 
Richard Thompson   01409 254314    
Liffy Lowes            01409 254423    
 
St. Pancras, Pancrasweek:  
Churchwardens:  
Robert Wright    01409 253300 
Roger Vanstone  01409 240165 
 
Parish Magazine Editorial Team Leader 
Mary Beckford 01409 254804   
 
Webmaster 
Bob Beckford  01409 254804    

	
Holsworthy	&	Pyworthy	Churches	are	usually	open	every	day.	

Come	in	and	sit	for	a	while	and	spend	time	with	God.	
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If you have anything you would like to be considered for publication in 
our magazine please give it to the editor by the 20th of the preceding 
month.  It can be sent by email or hand written.  Our printer in Bude 
can usually reproduce photographs to a reasonable standard.  If you 
want any hard copy or pictures returned please ensure your name and 
address is on the back. 
 
This magazine is produced for the churches of St. Peter and St. Paul Holsworthy; St. 
Bridget’s, Bridgerule; St. Petroc, Hollacombe; St. Swithun, Pyworthy; St. Pancras, 
Pancrasweek; and is the only publication promoting the views and vision of the benefice. 
 
The contents of this magazine do not necessarily reflect the views of the individual 
PCC’s but are those of individual contributors. 

 
www.holsworthybenefice.org.uk 
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Reflection 
 
Paul Hardingham considers the value of being silent 
 
Two Minutes Silence 
In the month, when we think about those who have given their lives in war, the 
two minutes silence is a familiar act of remembrance. We can use the silence to 
reflect on those who have suffered in war or on what it means to work for a 
peaceful world. Or do we end up thinking about lunch or panic that we haven’t 
switched our phone off? 
 
Victor Frankl, a victim of Auschwitz, suggested that the most intolerable of all 
human conditions is not imprisonment or hunger, but lack of meaning. The two 
minutes silence enables us to connect with Jesus’ message, which offers true 
meaning to our lives and world. He spoke of giving ourselves in love for each 
other and the world, ‘Love your enemies and pray for those that persecute you’ 
(Matthew 5:44). He also demonstrated such love in sacrificing His own life, 
‘Greater love has no-one than this, that he lay down his life for his friends’ (John 
15:13). In observing the silence, let’s use it to reflect on this sacrificial love, as we 
remember all those who have experienced pain and conflict.  
 
Of course, we should be serious about silence and stillness in the whole of our 
lives, not just for two minutes at an act of Remembrance. In busy lives where so 
much is clamouring for our attention, silence enables us to reassess our 
priorities and rediscover true meaning in our lives. Jesus made a habit of 
withdrawing to experience silence. He did this before choosing his disciples, 
after He heard of John's beheading, after feeding the 5000, after healing a leper, 
at the Transfiguration and to prepare for His death. ‘The seeking out of solitary 
places was a regular practice for Jesus. So it should be for us.’ (Richard Foster). 
 
 

 

Mission Community Prayer 
 
Lord of the Church, hear our prayer for the Holsworthy Mission Community: 
Set our hearts on fire with love for you.  Claim our worship and wealth, our 
abilities and our time, that we be worthy stewards of all that you have given.  
Save us from complacency and fear of new ways; inspire us with vision; make 
us a power-house of prayer, a community of loving service, and faithful 
witnesses to your kingdom as we grow daily in and through Jesus Christ, our 
Lord.  Amen 
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News From The Parishes In Our Benefice 
 
Benefice Interregnum News  
 
Services 
Sunday and other incidental services continue during the interregnum, please 
keep a copy of the rota handy, look on the reverse of the weekly readings sheet 
for any changes and also check on the website if you use the internet.   
 
Licensing Service - Monday November 6th at 7.00pm 
Our new Priest-in-Charge, Elizabeth Burke will be licensed by the Bishop of 
Crediton on Monday November 6th at 7.00pm in the church of Holsworthy St 
Peter & St Paul.  Preparations are well under way.  The congregations of our five 
Benefice churches are of course invited, invitations to representatives of the 
many organisations that Elizabeth will be working with have now been sent out.  
If you belong to an organisation that will have contact with Elizabeth but did not 
receive an invitation, but would like to come, please contact Helen Young, her 
details can be found on the magazine inside cover. 
 
 
St. Peter and St. Paul, Holsworthy  
by Bob Beckford 
 
Operation Spring Clean  
Thank you to everyone that helped in any way with the 
“Autumn” clean.  The church is looking really clean and tidy. 
 

Operation Christmas Child Shoeboxes 
by Mary Beckford 
Thank you to everyone who made up a shoebox or donated 
£5 to cover the transport costs.  By the time you read this the 
boxes will have started on their journey. 
 
Holsworthy Church Coffee Morning in the Memorial Hall  
Wednesday 6th December 
a request from Kath Durling 
Holsworthy Church is hosting the regular Wednesday coffee morning on 
December 6th.  Please come and help if you can or come along and enjoy a cup 
of coffee or tea. Encourage your friends and neighbors to join you. If you able to 
donate items for the cake stall, tombola or raffle they would be very much 
appreciated.  Every little helps. 
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Holsworthy Church carol service 
a message from Margaret Stacey 
 
The Holsworthy Church carol service is to be held on Sunday 10th December at 
6pm. It is hoped that everyone who has joined the augmented choir in previous 
years will come along and help again this year and we would welcome anyone 
else who would like to join us. 
 
Three practices are planned for Thursday evenings, 23/11, 30/11 and 7/12 at 
7pm. If you could make 1,2 or better still all 3 of the practices that would be 
great. 
If you are interested there will be a list at the back of the church from 7th Nov 
onwards for you to fill in your name and contact details   
or mobile 07971930294. 
We look forward to hearing from our regulars as well as new comers. 
Thank you. 

St. Petroc, Hollacombe  
by Margaret Stacey 
Next service 9am Holy Communion, Sunday 19th 
November 2017. (Rev Stuart Wilson) 
 
Tractor Run 
The tractor run on Sunday 8th October proved to be 
very successful, 39 tractors taking part ranging from vintage to very new.  After a 
wet day on the Saturday the weather on the Sunday was kind with some sun, 
quite warm and no wind.  Sixty-one people then had a nice lunch at 'The Cow 
Shed'. 
Thank you to everyone who helped and/or took part, the proceeds being 
divided between Hollacombe Church and The Air Ambulance. 
Well done and Thank you to ALL. 

Coffee	Morning	
Holsworthy	Church	

	

Wednesday	6th	December.	
Holsworthy	Memorial	Hall	9am-12.	

	
Cake	Stall	–	Tombola	–	Raffle	Prizes	
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St. Swithun, Pyworthy  
from Liffy Lowes  

  
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

FOR ALL THOSE YOUNG at HEART! 
 

On December 3rd at 4.30pm 
ST SWITHUN'S CHURCH, PYWORTHY 

CHRISTINGLE  
come along and join our service 

bring with you a small gift 
(not new, just clean and working) 

for a child less fortunate than you  

Holsworthy Foodbank and Pop-in Centre 
 
Sponsored by Christians Together 
Holsworthy food bank supports the local community by providing 3 days 
of emergency food supplies to local people in difficult circumstances.  We are 
here to help Holsworthy District families in a crisis on a short term basis. 
 
If you think you need food from the food bank, you will need to seek advice from 
one of the following agencies who may then fill in a food bank voucher for you. 

• The Citizens Advice Bureau (by appointment only) 
• The Job Centre (for reasons of benefit delay or unemployment) 
• Ministers of religion 
• The Police 
• Medical Centre 
• Schools 

Food parcels contain tinned and dried food only. 
 
It is helpful if you can bring shopping bags for your food as plastic bags are 
in  short supply. 

The food bank is open every Wednesday between 2 pm and 4 pm, in the Manor 
Suite of Memorial Hall, which is in the Manor car park, Holsworthy.  The Manor 
Suite is at the back of the hall. 
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News from Holsworthy Library  
 
 
It’s free to join the library and, as well as borrowing books, dvd’s and cd’s you 
can download ebooks, audio books and digital magazines as well as taking part in 
a range of activities. We have free Wi-Fi and computer access and can even help 
you set up a book group. Pre-schools, childminders, home educators can all join 
the library and borrow additional books for extended loan periods. Ask staff for 
details. 
 
The following events run on a regular basis and are all free.  
Walking Book Group: Every other month. Just like a regular book group except 
the books are discussed on a walk and have a focus on the natural world. Recent 
walks have taken place at Bude, Hartland and Roadford Reservoir with books 
including Wild by Cheryl Strayed and As I Walked Out One Midsummer 
Morning by Laurie Lee. 
 
Bounce & Rhyme: for children aged 0-4 years. Fortnightly on a Monday in term 
time (2:00pm), check dates with library staff.  
 
Library Lions Book Group: The second Tuesday of each month, 4:00 – 4:45 
(term time only). A fun and friendly book group for children aged 7-10.  Places 
are limited so please contact staff to book. 
 
We often run craft sessions for children in the school holidays and evening talks 
for adults throughout the year, these are advertised in the library, on posters 
around Holsworthy and through our Facebook page. 
 
Did you know that the Royal Voluntary Service provides a free Home Library 
Service? Volunteers bring a selection of books, large print, DVDs, CDs and audio 
tapes to older people in their home on a regular basis. If you or someone you 
know is interested (or, if you would like to volunteer to deliver books) contact 
07786635163 
 
Friends of Holsworthy Library: Our lovely group of volunteers raise funds for 
the library and help with events. They would warmly welcome new members!  
Contact Mary Care (Chair), or Sam Collington (Sec.),  

 
Contact the library or pop in for more details about any of these events and 
groups: 01409 253514,  
Like Holsworthy Library on Facebook 
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Our opening times are: 
Monday 14:00 - 17:00 
Tuesday Closed 
Wednesday 10:00 - 18:00 
Thursday 10:00 - 17:00 
Friday Closed 

Saturday 10:00 - 13:00 

 
 
Open The Book 
Bible Sunday 
 
Chilsworthy Chapel celebrated Bible Sunday on October 
22nd where the Holsworthy Open The Book team took 
over the morning service and used it to not only celebrate 
Bible Sunday but to also use the opportunity to explain and 
demonstrate just exactly what Open The Book is about.  Essentially it is reading 
a bible story in a dramatized way.  

 
The service was a balanced mixture of prayer, 
scripture readings and songs, the singing being led by 
the 2017 Pretty Maid, Alice Banks. 
Two dramatized bible stories were presented to the 
congregation by the team.  The first was in costume 
and was called “Samuel the King Maker”, the second, 
in contemporary style was called "Every One Gets the 
Same". 

One of the reasons for presenting the stories to the 
congregation at Chilsworthy was to encourage others 

to join us.  Bridgerule Primary School is desperate for an Open The Book Team 
to go into their school.  The Holsworthy team, which currently numbers seven 
members, would not be able to cope with the additional work.  However, as 
explained to the Chilsworthy congregation, the Holsworthy Team would 
willingly train up a new team for Bridgerule.  Ideally what we need are some 
people living in the Bridgerule area, Open The Book is a good way to build links 
with school and church. 

If you are interested or would like more information please give Roy Smeeth a 
call on 01409 259219 
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General News from the Parish Pump 
 
Time to pray for the Persecuted Church 

5th November is this year’s International Day of Prayer for the Persecuted 
Church (IDOP). It is a ‘day’ when Christians around the world are being asked 
to join in prayer for their suffering brothers and sisters in Christ. Here are just 
some examples of what Christians are facing: 
 
India: In late September, a church in the southern state of Karnataka was broken 
into and items inside, including Bibles, were set on fire.  “By the time I reached 
[the church], everything had turned to ashes,” said Pastor Vaddar Nagaraja. As 
well as Bibles and Christian literature, the furniture and the church’s P.A. system 
were set ablaze. (Barnabas Fund: https://barnabasfund.org/) 
 
Nigeria: Hundreds of Christians have been killed by Fulani militia in central 
Nigeria. Men, women and children are being murdered, their land taken away 
and their homes destroyed.  These Internally Displaced Persons then flee to a 
number of camps, where life is very harsh, and disease rampant. (Christian 
Solidarity Worldwide: http://www.csw.org.uk/home.htm) 
 
China: Chinese authorities in several provinces have banned children from 
attending church. Recently more than 100 churches in Zhejiang province were 
notified that minors would not be permitted to participate in religious activities, 
including Sunday School or summer camps, even if accompanying their parents. 

Holsworthy Methodist Church 
 

Thursday Group Programme 
 
All meetings at 7.30pm unless stated otherwise 
 
Nov 2nd  “PASSON HAWKER AND MORWENSTOW” 
Christine Williams 
Nov 16th  ‘BUDE REFUGEE CAMP’ 
Mary Whibley 
Nov 30th  “GREENLAND AND ICELAND” 
Clifford and Lynda Vickery 
Dec 14th  “CHRISTMAS AT LEE ABBEY” 
Sandra More 
 
For further information contact Doreen Buckingham Tel: 253462 
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Meanwhile, all the activities of believers who are part of China’s flourishing 
“house church” movement are already illegal. (Barnabas 
Fund: https://barnabasfund.org/) 
 
Kenya: Four gunmen attacked St Paul’s Anglican Church in Ukunda, south-east 
Kenya, while a service was taking place. Just as the pastor was about to begin his 
sermon, gunshots were heard outside. Two policemen were killed. It has been 
suggested that militants from the Somali-based terror group Al Shabaab were 
behind the attack. Barnabas Fund: https://barnabasfund.org/ 
 
Sudan: In a recent open letter to the United Nations, the international 
organisation Human Rights Watch (HRW) highlighted the ongoing persecution 
and suffering of Christians in (north) Sudan. The letter stated: “The [Sudanese] 
government continues to restrict freedom of religion and belief. In early 2017, 
officials in Khartoum announced they would demolish at least 27 churches within 
Khartoum. In May the Sudanese Church of Christ building in Soba Aradi was 
demolished without notice by security officials. The church was the sole 
remaining Christian place of worship in the Soda Aradi district. Officials have 
also prohibited construction of new churches under the rationale that no new 
churches are needed due to the secession of South Sudan and the presumed 
exodus of ethnic Southerners, who were predominantly Christian.”  
 
On 5th November, please pray for these suffering Christians, and millions like 
them. 

Ted’s washcloth - a true story from Operation Christmas Child 

Ever wonder what real difference a shoebox full of simple 
gifts can make to a deprived child? Here is Ted’s story… 
 
‘I was an orphan in the former Soviet Union when I received 
my shoebox. We had to share everything at the orphanage, 
including towels. When I got a washcloth in my box I 
thought it was my own personal towel! It was very special 
because it was my all just for me —something that I didn’t have before. Another 
item was a notebook. It was awesome, because when I was moved to a different 
orphanage I could use it to write letters to my sisters.   
 
God used the shoebox to plant a seed of hope in me. All I knew was that there 
was someone who had cared enough to send me the washcloth and notebook. 
Through the next couple of years that was the hope that I held on to, that there 
must be someone out there who could care about me.  
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My sister Tanya had heard about a God who loved her when she received her 
shoebox gift. So she was praying, “God, if you’re real, give me and my siblings a 
family.” 
 
One day I received a letter from her that said, “We might be getting adopted 
into an American family.” I again thought, there really has to be someone who 
cares for me. It could only be someone like a God. All these little things were 
pointing to this amazing, loving God and yet at this point I had little 
comprehension of who He was. I hadn’t heard about Jesus. 
 
When I was 13, we were adopted. After I’d learned a little bit of English, my dad 
told me that God loved us so much that He sent His Son to die on the cross for 
our sins and that it was a free gift. I immediately remembered my Operation 
Christmas Child gift and thought, Wow, that makes sense. Someone who didn’t 
know me gave me a gift, and in the same way before we ever knew God, He 
loved us enough to give us this gift.  
 
At that moment, I realised that the hope I was feeling had been given from God. 
God ordained that shoebox for me. It opened my heart to Jesus, who changed 
my life forever. 
 
It is not too late to pack a shoebox for this year! Just go 
to: www.operationchristmaschild.co.uk. 

True charity towards children ‘in need’ 
 
Canon David Winter looks forward to an annual event of kindness… 
 
November not only sees ‘mists and mellow fruitfulness’ but also ‘Children in 
Need’. We take it for granted now – the show-biz glamour, the clips of 
ingenious fund-raising enterprises, the cheering audience and, of course, the 
regular announcement to loud applause of the growing total already donated to 
the cause.   
 
When the BBC first proposed it, there were some misgivings. Was this really an 
appropriate use of entertainment? Would it deflect money from the established 
charities? Would it simply become a vehicle for celebrities to show off?  
 
Well, it’s been around now for 37 years, and raised over £600 million pounds 
for disabled and disadvantaged children around the world. It has, of course, had 
its celebrities – who could forget Terry Wogan’s years as its mischievous chief 
presenter? But there has been no evidence that it has diminished the role of 
major charities. In fact, it has probably introduced millions of people to the 
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experience of giving to charity. 
 
I was at the BBC when it began and recall all those misgivings. One year at a 
management meeting someone asked why we didn’t have ‘Old People in Need’? 
The answer was that the plight of children more readily touched people’s hearts, 
but that once they had experienced the joy of giving all those other causes 
would benefit. And so it has proved. 
 
There is a prayer in Common Worship that speaks of our world ‘torn apart by 
the ravages of sin’. In my head I always add, ‘and held together by the gifts of 
grace’. I honestly think ‘Children in Need’ is one of those. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
When Elizabeth married Philip – 70 years ago 
 
Princess Elizabeth (now Queen Elizabeth II) married Philip Duke of Edinburgh at 
Westminster Abbey 70 years ago, on 20th November 1947. They have reached 
their Platinum Anniversary. 
  
Elizabeth and Philip of Greece, who were third cousins, met in 1939, when the 
future Queen was only 13 and Philip 18. The match was promoted by Philip’s 
uncle, Earl Mountbatten, whose name Philip took before the marriage. Philip also 
converted from Greek Orthodoxy to Anglicanism and was given British 
citizenship. 
 
The wedding took place in front of 2,000 invited guests and was broadcast on 
radio to 200 million listeners worldwide. The wedding dress was designed by 
Norman Hartnell, Princess Elizabeth using ration coupons to obtain the material. 
More than 2,500 wedding presents and 10,000 telegrams of congratulations 
were received. Most of the honeymoon was spent at Birkhall on the Balmoral 
Estate. 
 
Sir William Neil McKie, an Australian organist who was the Master of the 
Choristers at the abbey, was the director of music, a role he filled again at 
Elizabeth’s coronation in 1953. He wrote a song, “We Wait For Thy Loving 
Kindness, O God”, especially for the wedding. 
 
Elizabeth and Philip had got engaged secretly in 1946, but their engagement was 
not announced officially until July 9th, 1947. 
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Holsworthy Benefice Service Chart  
November 2017 

 
Date Holsworthy Bridgerule Hollacombe Pancrasweek Pyworthy 
Sun 5th Nov 
4 before 
Advent 

NO 
SERVICE 

11.00 am 
BENEFICE 
Holy 
Communion 
(DA) 

  9.30 am 
Family Service 
(LT) 

Mon 6th Nov 7.00 pm 
Licensing of 
Rev Elizabeth 
Burke 

    

Sat 11th Nov 10.55 am 
Armistice 
Service 
(Holsworthy 
Square) 

   10.55 am 
Armistice 
Service 
(War Memorial) 
(LT) 

Sun 12th Nov 
3 before 
Advent 
Remembrance 

10.00 am 
Holy 
Communion 
and 
Act of 
Remembrance 
2.00 pm 
Parade 
3.00 pm 
RBL Service 
(Chapel) 

11.15 am 
Morning Prayer 
(LT) 

11.30 am/12 
noon 
Remembrance 
(Anvil Corner) 

 9.00 am 
Holy 
Communion 
(Said) 
Act of 
Remembrance 

Sun 19th Nov 
2 before 
Advent 

10.00 am 
Holy 
Communion 

11.15 am 
Holy 
Communion 

9.00 am 
Holy 
Communion 
(SW) 

 9.30 am 
Morning Prayer 
(LT) 

Sun 26th Nov 
Christ the 
King 
1 before 
Advent 

10.00 am 
Morning 
Prayer 
(Reader/LT) 

11.15 am 
Family Service 
(LT) 

 11.15 am 
Holy 
Communion 

9.30 am 
Holy 
Communion 

 
We are very grateful to everyone who is helping us during the Vacancy, 
especially to Revd. Douglas Adams (DA), Revd. Stuart Wilson (SW), and Reader 
Mary Aicheler.  Thank you also to all those in the Lay Teams (LT) for their help. 
 
Please check on the back of your weekly service sheet for any last minute 
changes or take a look at the website. 
www.holsworthybenefice.org.uk 
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Do You Enjoy Singing? 

 
Then come and join the choir at 
St Peter and St Paul Holsworthy 

 
If you are interested please 

contact Margaret Stacey and 
discuss with her what you may 

be able to do. 
 

Mobile: 0797193029 
 
 

Whether it is every Sunday or 
just special occasions, you 

would be very welcome. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

ALF  

BLACKMAN 

Builder 

also Carpentry, 

Plumbing, Decorating & 
General Repairs 

 

Tel: 01409 253158 

Mob: 07774 672695 

Clare Hunter Therapy
Do you suffer with

Back Pain Painful Joints
Mobility Issues Stress
Stiff Neck/ Shoulder Poor Sleep
Stress Headaches

Or would you simply like to feel
WELL?

I provide highly effective, gentle
Bowen Therapy to help your body

feel better and reduce pain.

Call me today on 07977511217
or 01409 220100

www.clarehuntertherapy.co.uk

Book 3 treatments & the 4th is free



 16 

November 2017 
Letter from St. James the Least of All   
	
Happily,	the	Church	of	England	still	retains	some	singular	
parish	clergy.		Take	the	parish	of	St.	James-the-Least	in	the	
county	of	C.......		for	example.		Here	the	elderly	Anglo-Catholic	
vicar,	Eustace,	continues	his	correspondence	to	Darren,	his	
nephew,	a	low-church	curate	recently	ordained…			 	
	
Did	St	Paul	text	the	Thessalonians?		
Or	What’sApp	the	Corinthians?	

The Rectory 
St. James the Least 

 
My dear Nephew Darren 
 
No, I do not think it would be a good idea for us to 
correspond by your wretched ‘e-mail’ in future – as I am 
sure you know I do not possess an email apparatus. At St. 
James the Least, we may well be poised to make the great 
leap forward into the next century, but when we do so, we 
shall leap forward into the nineteenth; it will be enough 
for future generations to give consideration to 
progression towards the twentieth. Beyond that does not 
bear speculation. 
 
Pen and ink has been the medium of choice for generations 
of clergy, as they should be for you too. St. Paul, may I 
remind you, did not send a What’sApp to the Corinthians - 
and was even proud to mention that part of his letter was 
written by his own hand. And while I am on the subject, 
it would greatly please me if you stopped using ball-
point pens; they may be suitable for tradesmen, but not 
for a Clerk in Holy Orders. Do get yourself a good 
fountain pen and some permanent blue-black ink. Beware of 
parishioners who write to you in green ink; it is a sure 
sign they are unbalanced. 
 
Modern technology may well have a place in the commercial 
world, but it should not impinge on the life of the 
Church. Your photocopied monthly magazine admittedly 
looks rather grand, but it needs a smudged, cyclostyled 
edition to re-assure readers that this is a truly 
Anglican production. The sight of Miss Pemberton thumping 
out those stencils on her grandfather’s typewriter, which 
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he used during the Crimean campaign, running off the 
copies and emerging hours later liberally covered in 
black ink gives a re-assuring sense of continuity with 
the past. Seeing her days later at church, still stained 
with printers’ ink, makes those parishioners who don’t 
know the real reason, speculate on whether she is 
moonlighting as a chimney sweep. 
 
When Jesus taught His disciples, did He have to wait 
until they could record Him on their smartphones? When He 
told them where they were to go, did they get out their 
electronic diaries to see if they had a ‘window’ that 
day? Or Google ‘maps’ to make sure He knew the quickest 
way there? When St. Paul wanted to check on the well-
being of the Thessalonians, did he think of texting them? 
I rest my case. 
 
Your loving uncle, 

Eustace 
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Some High Days and Holy Days in November 
 
6th William Temple: Archbishop of Canterbury  

During the Second World War, Winston Churchill was Britain’s Prime Minister. 
At the same time, William Temple was Archbishop of Canterbury. While 
Churchill led the country against Germany, Temple encouraged the British 
people to trust the Lord for their deliverance and strength. Like Churchill, 
Temple was a great leader, a gifted orator and a prolific writer. He was also a 
theologian and social activist. 
Temple was born on 15th October 1881 in Exeter, Devon. He was educated at 
Rugby School and Balliol College, Oxford, from 1900 to1904. He loved the 
music of Bach; the poetry of Browning and Shelley, and Shakespeare. He was an 
avid reader and possessed a near-photographic memory.  
He became president of the Oxford Union and after graduation, was a lecturer 
in philosophy at Queen's College, Oxford. He was a member of the debating 
society and was a skilled and balanced debater. Following his ordination in 1909, 
and priesting in 1910, Temple was headmaster of Repton School for four years. 
He married Frances Anson in 1916. They were childless. 
From 1921-29 Temple was Bishop of Manchester. During this time he was seen 
as a pioneer of the Ecumenical Movement and gradually became a national figure. 
In 1926 he urged the British government to seek a negotiated agreement to the 
General Strike.  
Temple excelled as a moderator; a teacher and a preacher and his appointment 
as Archbishop of York (1929-40) was a popular one. His influence also led to the 
formation of the British Council of Churches and the World Council of 
Churches. During the 2nd World War he jointly founded the Council of 
Christians and Jews to combat anti-Semitism and other forms of prejudice in 
Britain. 
As Archbishop of Canterbury (1942-44) Temple became an outspoken advocate 
of social reform and became involved in the campaign against unemployment, 
poverty and poor housing. He believed in the rights of all people, whether rich 
or poor, and was a leading force for social justice. He was grounded in the 
problems of the working man and in his book Christianity and Social Order 
(1942) he shared his vision for all to have access to healthcare, education and 
decent housing. His radical thinking and activism played a foundational role in the 
formation of the British Welfare State.  
Temple died aged 63 at Westgate-on-Sea, Kent on 26th October 1944. He was 
the first Primate of All England to be cremated and his ashes were buried in the 
cloister garden of Canterbury Cathedral. He is the last Archbishop of 
Canterbury to have died while in office. 



 19 

 

 

7th  Willibrord of York – apostle of Frisia (658 - 739) 

Did you know that the Netherlands first learned Christianity from a 
Yorkshireman? Willibrord was born in 658, to devout parents, and joined the 
Benedictines. In 678 he went Ireland to study at the Abbey of Rathmelsigi (a 
centre of European learning in the 7th century). 12 years later, in 690, 
Willibrord felt God had given him a daunting ‘call’ – to take Christianity to Frisia, 
(now mostly modern-day Netherlands).   
Willibrord was not just courageous, but also prepared well. He took 12 
companions to help him, and had the support of both Pope Sergius and also the 
ruler of the region, Pippin II. The mission was successful, and five years later, 
Willbrord was given another challenge: to do for Frisia what Augustine had done 
for England – establish a metropolitan see at Utrecht, build a cathedral, and 
appoint the first suffragan bishops. And so Willibrord became the first 
archbishop of Utrecht. He went on to establish an important monastery at 
Echternach (now in Luxembourg).   
It was not all plain sailing – in 714 Willibrord and the Christians faced 
persecution from the new pagan Frisia king. Churches were burnt and priests 
were killed. But Willibrord did not give up easily, and by 719 the king was dead 
and the church in Frisia continued to grow.   
Willibrord even ventured up into Denmark, bought 30 slave-boys and educated 
them as Christians. At Walcheren, he destroyed a pagan idol, at the risk of his 
life.   
Alcuin (historian) described Willbrord’s apostolate as based on energetic 
preaching and ministry. ‘Willibrord was always venerable, gracious and full of 
joy’. Certainly, he inaugurated 100 years of English Christian influence on the 
Continent, and thoroughly deserves his title of patron of Holland. When he died 
at 81, he was immediately venerated as a saint.  

10th  Leo the Great (d 461) – Pope who rescued the doctrine of 
the Incarnation 

How do you think of Jesus? As the Lord of lords in glory? Or as a human baby 
soon to be born in Bethlehem? November brings the glorious climax of the 
church year with the Sunday of Christ the King on 22rd November – only to 
begin a new ‘year’ a week later, with Advent. So, the ways in which the Church 
speaks of Jesus this month could not be more dramatically different. 
How can Jesus be both God and Man? Trying to get your head around the 
Incarnation is not easy, and so this is a good month to remember Leo the Great. 
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In the 5th century, he ‘rescued’ the doctrine of the Incarnation at a time when 
the Church was really struggling with the onslaught of various attacks.   
Leo, a deacon of Tuscan descent, became Pope at a time when Rome was 
reeling under repeated assault by the barbarians. As well as trying to patch up 
the material and spiritual damage they had done, Leo faced an even more deadly 
attack: the Church was being torn apart on the inside. There were various 
heresies raging, each trying to claim that their view of the person of Christ was 
the only right one. 
Between the barbarians on the outside and the distortions of Manichaeism, 
Priscillianism, and Pelagianism on the inside, Leo was not in for an easy time. Yet 
this man of indomitable energy and devotion to duty pressed on. Leo was pope 
for 20 tumultuous years, but undoubtedly the most important contribution that 
he made was at a famous church council. 
It was the Council of Chalcedon, in 451 – often regarded as a highlight in 
Christian history. Leo presented a dogmatic letter (or Tome) to the Council. He 
wrote with remarkable clarity of thought and understanding. Jesus Christ, said 
Leo, is one Person, the Divine Word. In Jesus the two natures, the divine and 
the human, are permanently united without confusion or mixture.  
When the Council read this document, it was exclaimed: ‘Peter has spoken by 
Leo.’ Leo’s understanding was seen to encompass all the Bible teaching on the 
subject of who Jesus was. It became thenceforth part of the official teaching of 
the Christian Church. 

25th  Catherine of Alexandria – patron saint of young girls and 
nurses 

Catherine is thought to have been a noble girl who lived in the 4th century. She 
was persecuted for her Christianity, and despised marriage with the Emperor 
because she was a ‘bride of Christ’. According to the legend, Catherine was no 
push-over intellectually, either: she disputed successfully with 50 philosophers 
who were called in to convince her of the errors of Christianity. 
Catherine protested against the persecution of Christians by Maxentius, and 
then she herself was tortured: broken on a wheel (later called Catherine wheel), 
but the machine then broke down itself, injuring bystanders. Catherine was then 
beheaded. 
This legend strongly appealed to the Middle Age imagination. Catherine became 
the patron of young girls, students, philosophers, nurses and craftsmen such as 
wheelwrights, spinners and millers. 
In England 62 churches were dedicated to her, and 170 medieval bells still bear 
her name. ‘Lives’, poems, miracle plays, stained-glass windows, panels and 
paintings have all been done in Catherine’s honour. 
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All in the Months of November 
 
It was: 
 
150 years ago: on 7th Nov 1867 that Marie Curie, the Polish-born French 
physicist and chemist, was born. She was joint winner of the 1903 Nobel Prize 
for Physics, and winner of the 1911 Nobel Prize for Chemistry for her work on 
radioactivity. 
 
100 years ago: on 2nd Nov 1917, that the British government issued the Balfour 
Declaration which confirmed its support for the establishment of a national 
home in Palestine for the Jewish people. 
 
Also 100 years ago: 5th to 7th Nov 1917 that the October Revolution took 
place in Estonia. Bolshevik revolutionaries overthrew the provisional 
government and seized power.   
 
80 years ago: 5th to 19th Nov that the fall of Shanghai, took place, during the 
Sino-Japanese War. Japanese forces captured the city, which they occupied for 
the rest of the war. 
 
75 years ago: following Britain’s victory at the Second Battle of El Alamein, 
Winston Churchill announced: ‘This is not the end. It is not even the beginning 
of the end. But it is, perhaps, the end of the beginning.’ 
 
70 years ago: on 20th Nov 1947 that Princess Elizabeth (now Queen Elizabeth II) 
married Philip Mountbatten at Westminster Abbey in London. (Philip had been 
given the title Duke of Edinburgh by King George VI the previous day.) 
 
Also 70 years ago: on 29th Nov 1947 that the United Nations General Assembly 
voted to partition Palestine into separate Jewish and Arab states. (Israel became 
an independent Jewish state in May 1948. Arab leaders rejected the partition, 
leading to civil war.) 
 
65 years ago: on 1st Nov 1952 that the USA carried out the first successful 
detonation of a hydrogen bomb, in a test on the Pacific island of Elugelab, 
Marshall Islands. The island was completely destroyed and no longer exists. 
 
Also 65 years ago: on 25th Nov 1952 that the world’s longest-running play, The 
Mousetrap, by Agatha Christie, opened in London. (It is still running.) 
 
50 years ago: 3rd to 22nd Nov 1967 that during the Vietnam War, the Battle of 
Dak To (South Vietnam) took place. This battle saw some of the bloodiest 
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engagements of the war. US/South Vietnamese tactical victory, North 
Vietnamese strategic victory. 
 
Also 50 years ago: on 18th Nov 1967 that during the massive foot-and-mouth 
disease outbreak, the movement of all farm animals was banned in England and 
Wales.   
 
50 years ago: on 27th Nov 1967 that French President Charles de Gaulle vetoed 
Britain’s application to join the Common Market. (de Gaulle resigned from office 
in 1969 and Britain reapplied and was accepted. It joined the EEC – now the EU 
– in 1973.) 
 
40 years ago: 14th Nov to 12th Jan ’78, that British firefighters went on strike 
for the first time, demanding a 30% pay increase. Their duties were taken over 
by the British Army, using Green Goddess fire-engines. 
 
Also 40 years ago: on 19th Nov 1977 that Egyptian President Anwar Sadat 
became the first Arab leader to make an official visit to Israel. On 20th Nov he 
became the first Arab leader to address Israel’s parliament, the Knesset. 
 
30 years ago: on 8th Nov 1987 that the Remembrance Day bombing in 
Enniskillen, Northern Ireland, took place. 11 people were killed and 63 injured 
when an IRA bomb exploded during a Remembrance Day service. 
 
Also 30 years ago: on 18th Nov 1987 that King’s Cross underground station fire 
in London took place. 31 people were killed and more than 60 injured when a 
fire broke out in an escalator shaft and spread to the ticket hall. 
 
25 years ago: on 11th Nov 1992 that the General Synod of the Church of 
England voted to allow women to become priests. (The first women were 
ordained as priests in March 1994.) 
 
Also 25 years ago: on 12th Nov 1992 that the first episode of the TV comedy 
series Absolutely Fabulous was broadcast in the UK. 
 
Also 25 years ago: on 20th Nov 1992 that the Windsor Castle fire took place. A 
fire broke out in a private chapel and spread to a large part of the building. 
Damage was extensive and took five years to repair, at a cost of £40million. 
Buckingham Palace was opened to the public for the first time to help raise the 
money. 
 
20 years ago: on 12th Nov 1997 that Brazil’s Supreme Court rejected Britain’s 
request to extradite ‘Great Train Robber’ Ronnie Biggs. (He returned to Britain 
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voluntarily in 2001 and was immediately arrested. He was released from prison 
in 2009 due to his declining health and died in Dec 2013.) 
 
Also 20 years ago: on 17th Nov 1997 that the Luxor massacre took place in 
Egypt. Islamic militants killed 62 people (mainly tourists) outside the Temple of 
Hatshepsut archaeological site in Deir el-Bahari. 
 
15 years ago: on 25th Nov 2002 that the Department of Homeland Security was 
established in the USA. 
 
10 years ago: on 3rd Nov 2007 that the death of Martin Meehan, Irish republican 
and Sinn Fein politician, took place. He was the first person to be convicted of 
membership of the Provisional IRA and spent 18 years in prison. 
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The Puzzle Pages  November 2017 Crossword 
The solution to this crossword puzzle can be found on page 27 
 
Across 
 
1  He was replaced as king of Judah by his uncle Mattaniah (2 Kings 24:17) (10) 
7  ‘Let us fix our eyes on Jesus... who for the joy set before him — the cross’ 
(Hebrews 12:2) (7) 
8  Relieved (5)  
10 Impetuous (Acts 19:36) (4)  
11 Surprised and alarmed (Luke 24:37) (8)  
13 ‘It is — for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for the rich to 
enter the kingdom of God’ (Mark 10:25) (6)  
15 Directions for the conduct of a church service (6)  
17 One of the acts of the sinful nature (Galatians 5:19) (8) 
18 and 20 Down ‘She began to wet his — with her tears. Then she wiped them 
with her — ’ (Luke 7:38) (4,4) 
21 ‘We will all be changed, in a flash, in the twinkling of an — , — the last 
trumpet’ (1 Corinthians 15:51–52) (3,2) 
22 ‘But he replied, “Lord, I am — — go with you to prison and to death”’ (Luke 
22:33) (5,2) 
23 Third person of the Trinity (2 Corinthians 13:14) (4,6) 
 
Down 
 
1  He betrayed Jesus (Matthew 27:3) (5)  
2  Paul’s assurance to the Philippian jailer: ‘Don’t — yourself! We are all here!’ 
(Acts 16:28) (4)  
3  ‘Fear God and keep his commandments, for this — the whole — of man’ 
(Ecclesiastes 12:13) (2,4)  
4 The sort of giver God loves (2 Corinthians 9:7) (8)  
5  Sun rail (anag.) (7)  
6  Naboth, the ill-fated vineyard owner, was one (1 Kings 21:1) (10)  
9  Paul said of young widows, ‘When their sensual desires overcome their — to 
Christ, they want to marry’ (1 Timothy 5:11) (10)  
12 This was how Joseph of Arimathea practised his discipleship ‘because he 
feared the Jews’ (John 19:38) (8)  
14 Mop ruse (anag.) (7)  
16 Foment (Philippians 1:17) (4,2)  
19 Where Joseph and Mary escaped to with the baby Jesus (Matthew 2:14) (5)  
20 See 18 Across 
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Smile Lines 
Praying for a brother 
A small boy badly wanted a baby brother, so his dad suggested he pray every 
night for one. The boy prayed earnestly, night after night, but his prayers 
seemingly weren't answered. After a few weeks, he didn't bother to ask 
anymore.   
 
Some months later, his dad said they were going to see his mum in the hospital 
and he was going to get a big surprise. When they got to the room, the little boy 
saw his mother holding two babies. ‘Well, what do you think about having twin 
brothers?’ his dad asked. 
 
The little boy thought for a moment and replied, ‘It's a good thing I stopped 
praying when I did.’ 
 
Careful! 
There was a very gracious lady who was mailing an old family Bible to her 
brother in another part of the country. ‘Is there anything breakable in 
here?’  asked the postal clerk. 
 
The lady thought for a moment, and replied: ‘Only the Ten Commandments.’ 

		

Holsworthy Church 
New Bellringers 

	
Are	you	interested	in	ringing	
Holsworthy	Church	Bells?	

We	would	love	to	meet	you	and	
teach	you	the	skill	of	ringing.	

	
If	you	are	interested	
please	Contact	The	
Tower	Captain:		

Mr	Ralph	Chapman			
01409	253040	
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November 2017 Crossword Solution 

ACROSS: 1, Jehoiachin. 7, Endured. 8, Eased. 10, Rash. 11, Startled. 13, Easier. 
15, Rubric. 17, Impurity. 18, Feet. 21, Eye at. 22, Ready to. 23, Holy Spirit.  
 
DOWN: 1, Judas. 2, Harm. 3, Is duty. 4, Cheerful. 5, Insular. 6, Jezreelite. 9, 
Dedication. 12, Secretly. 14, Supremo. 16, Stir up. 19. Egypt. 20, Hair 
 

Some	Very	Useful	Numbers	
Primary	School	 	 	 253700	
Holsworthy	Community		College	 	 	 253430	
Library	 	 	 253514	
Health	Centre	 	 	 253692	
Sports	Hall	 	 	 254013	
Holsworthy	Visitor	Centre	 	 	 254185	
Brownies	(M	Galjardt)	 	 	 254727	
Guides	(Jane	Crocombe)	 	 	 211319	
Scouts	(Cathy	Withall)	 	 	 254803	
Town	Clerk	 								 			253312		 	
Memorial	Hall	 	 	 255450	
Holsworthy	Play	Group	(Dawn	Bewes)	 	 	 253825	
Methodist	Church	 								 			259850	
Holsworthy	Hospital	 	 	 253424	
Boots	the	Chemist	 	 	 255295	
Lloyds	Pharmacy	 	 	 253461	
Stagecoach	South	West		 	 	 01392	42	77	11	
National	Rail	Enquiries		 	 	 03457	48	49	50	
Rev’d	Jane	Lucas	(Ashwater	Benefice)	 	 01409	211205	
Rev’d	Kathy	Roberts	(Black	Torrington	Benefice)	 	 01409	231279	
Rev’d	Richard	Freeman	(Bradworthy	Benefice)	 	 01409	241315	
CAB	(Citizen’s	Advice	Bureau)	 	 02444	111	444	 	
(Weekdays	9.30	am	–	4.00	pm)	
Samaritans	 	 116	123	
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Supporting	our	Advertisers	
The	advertisers	in	this	magazine	cover	the	cost	of	production	so	that	we	are	able	to	
distribute	it	free	of	charge.		Whilst	pleased	to	welcome	advertisements,	the	PCC’s	of	
the	United	Churches	of	the	Holsworthy	Benefice	cannot	offer	endorsement	of	any	
specific	advertiser	or	event.	
	
…but	if	you	respond	to	one	of	our	advertisers	please	tell	them	you	saw	their	advert	
in	our	Parish	Magazine.	


